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The SPEARKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.me, and read prayers.

QUESBTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS,
Coal Analytical Tests.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, 1= it the practice of the Rail-
way Department to make monthly analyti-
cal tests of all coal produced loecally and
consumed by that depariment? 2, If regu-
lar analytical tests are not made, what is
the practice of the department for testing
this con)?

The MINTSTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yesx. 2, Sce reply to question No
1

Narragnllew.Midland Junction Serrvice,

Mr. 8AMPSOXN asked the Minister for
Ruilway=: 1, 1= he aware that the train
which leaves Karragullen for Midland June-
tion at 8.30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Fridays
ix scheduled to arrive at Midland Junction,
a distance of 21 miles, at 1330 pan.? 2,
That in order to ensure connection with the
Midland Junction-Perth train scheduled to
leave Midland at 1130 pm. it is some-
tiines neceszary for the Midland-Perth train
toe he delayed? 3, In view of the short
distanee from Karragullen to Midland June-
i it possihle to reduce the time taken?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS ve-
phied: 1, X train runs as indicated on Tues-
davs and Thuesdays, 2, Yes. 3, Tu the new
time table the train is due to arrive at Mid-
land Junction at 11.25 pm. As it 15 a goods
train, time allowanee i necessary for
shunting and further aceeleration cunnot he
arranged. .\ passenger coach is attached
For the convenience of the public.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT,
COLLIE.

Mr. WITLSON asked the Minister for
l.ands: 1, Has the land in the Bushwell
Brook district lately inspected by the Pre-
mier heen surveyed for selection? 2, If not,
will he have the land swrveved at an early
date? 3, 1{ the land has heen surveved,
will he cause the allotmeuts to be made
nvailable carly for settlement? 4, Will he
take steps to see that priority of allotment
is wiven to the families of men who were
dismissed from the Collie eoal mines and
timber mills? 5, Will he extend to the suc-
cessful applicants the financial eonditions
operating al the Nannup settlement? 6,
What are the conditions of payment for
work done by the settlers at Nannup?

The MINISTFER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No. 2, The area is at present being oper-
ated aver on a face by sawmillers, and it
is considered advisable to delay survey for
a while. 3, Answered by 1 and 2. 4, Con-
sideration will be given to the inclusion of
the families referred to it it is decided to
inanzurate a ~imilar schewe to Nanvup., 3,
Yes, should it be decided to develop this
area by unemployed married men. .6, Ad-
vanees up to €2 per week, which must he
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carned at piece work rates en work ap-
proved by the Minister. In addition some
tools, iron, wire netting and fertilisers have
been supplied,

QUESTION—INFECTIOUS CASES.

Mr. RICHARDSOX  (without notice)
asked the Minister for Henlth: Has he de-
cided what percentage of pavment he will
make for infections hospital cases that pre-
viously was made by local anthorities?

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH rveplied:
It is proposed to take 25 per cent. off if
the payments are made on a monthly hasis,
Failing that, the department will pay two-
thirds of the cost if the local governing
hodies pay one-third. If the payment is
made on a monthly hasis, the ultimate basis
will be that the local authorities will pay
one-fourth and the deparvtment will pay
three-fourths.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On mation by My, Nouvth, leave of absence
for one week granted to the Premier (Hon.
Sir  James Aitehell—Northam) on the
ground of urgent public business.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Reserves,

Introduced by the Minister for Lands
2, Traffic Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Works,
3, Gift Coupons.

Introduced by Mr. Richardson.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1932-33.
In Commilttee of Supply.

Resumed from the previousr day. Mr.

Richardson in the Chair,

Department «f Medieal and Public Health
{Hon. C. G. Latham, Minister).

Vote—Medical, £19,220:

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon
C. G. Latham— York) [4.40]: Of the many
activities of Government, T dare to suggest
that this is one of the departments that has
heen called upon to render preafer service
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duting the last year or so than probably
any other, excepting perhaps the Edncation
Department.

Mr. Marchall: What about the Mines De-
partment ?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Dur-
ing the vear many serviees have been ren-
dered through the Medieal and Health De-
partment that have usually been supplied
hy the individuals themselves. While it has
been recoghnised that we have to render such
services, we have tried to keep the estimates
as low as possible, having due vegard to
efficiency. It is trune the hospital fund hos
greatly assisted hospitals to carry on. That
applies not only to country hospitals but
also to city hospitals, Without that fund,
I am afraid the lospital service would have
heen sorely tried, and probably would have
heen in serious finaneial difficulty,

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: When are we likely
ro get the Lalance sheet?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTIL: The
balance sheet has been on the Tabie of the
House for u considerable time. 1t has been
the poliey of the department to assist wher-
ever possible with medical service, and dur-
ing the vear we have done everything pos-
sible in that respect. Very few claims made
against the department have not been met.
One or two hospitals have been opened, and
we have done evervthing that has been rve-
quired of us. [t has been neeessarv in some
instances te provide a subsidy for doctors
in order to give them an opportonity to
establish a practice in counfry distriets, I
regret to say there has been some difficnlty
in filling the vacancies in the big hospitals
of the eity, where junior medical services
are required, but T am hoping that in the
near future those vacanciex will be filled hy
men now on the point of leaving the Tniver-
sitv. The swystem of vrendering as-istance
to doctors was arrmeed when the memher
for Hannan~ was Minister.  The arrange-
ment was to vuarantee a doetor up to €730,
After taking into eousilleration his earnings,
one-third of lhe deficieney was met by the
lucal anthovity and (wo-thirds was met hy
the (iovermment.

Hou, 8. W. Munsie: That applies only to
country distriets.

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
The amount ltas been reduced to £6i41, and
in very few instances are we paying. Xou
new distriects have heen opened, and we have
gnt down to 2 hasis of paving £100 a vear



[2 Novemuer, 1032.]

and not requiring the local authority to
make any pavinent. 1t is eontended hy the
department that if a doctor cannot estab-
lizh a practice in two or three vears, it is
harilly worth his while staving in the dis-
trict.  During the last vear or s0, some
reasons have heen advanced for still giving
some little assistanee to medieal men in
order to obviate the necessity for sick
people to travel. During the vyear the de-
mand on the sanatorinm has heen heavier
than in most vears, owing to the faet rha:
the State i= ¢alled upon to provide serviees
additional to those furnished when things
were more prosperons.  The sanatorium has
been managed eficiently, and the cost has
Leen materially  reduced, Faeilities and
convenienees at the institution have been
greatly improved by fthe installation of an
up-to-date X-vay plant. The Old  Men's
and Old Women's Homes are being earried
on. |'ntortunatelv the Federal Government
have made & cut in pensions. and that fact
has made itself felt somewhat in the homes.
However, inmates with pensions, even
though these are reduced, ave farv hetter off
than inmates without pensions. Tt is prob-
ably the latter who have felt the strain most
severely.

Hon. 8. \W. Munsie: How has this affected
the inmates of the Old Men's Home?

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: They
are paid a ecertain sum of money hy the
Federal Government, and from this sum an
amount wax deducted on aceount of hoarvd
and lodging.

Hown. 8. W, Munsie: The Treasury, then,
has felt the cut: not the inmates.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Tk
Treasury has felt it; but in some cases there
has been a reduction in the amonnt of 4=
weckly allowed to inmates. The greatest
trouble has been between the loeal anthovi-
ties and the HMealth Department in regard
to the Tnlectious Diseases Hospital. There
seems to be a belief among loeal authorities
that the Hozpital Fund Aet is intended to
meet all expendifure formerly horne by
iltem in combating infections disease. In
that couneetion a deputation. representative
of all local governing authorities and sub-
stantially baecked by members from hoth
Houses and hoth sides, waited on me a little
time ago. The department’s poliey, which
T conzider perfectly sound, is to make the
local governing bodies earry some of the
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{financial responsibility, A further respon-
zihility of those hodies is io administer the
[Tealth Act. The main consideration in
connecetion with infectious disease is to pre-
vent its spread, and nohody can do that
Letter than the loeal authorities can through
their inspectors.  Owing to the diifienlly
local governing hodies have in financing,
just like Govermments, it has been agreed to
reduce the charges to them as stated by me
to the membher for Subiaco to-day. The
Government propose to bear two-thirds of
the responsibility, leaving one-third to the
loeal authorities, except where the latter
make prompt pavment, i which case theiv
contribution is rednced to 25 per cent. In
those cireumstances, therefore, three-fourths
of the cost would be borne hy the Govern-
ment and one-fourth by the local authority.
That arrangement I regard as entirely satis-
factory. After all, it is not merelv a ques-
tion of finance, hut also one of human life.
Il steps are taken to prevent the spread of
infectinons disease, probably many valuable
lives are savel. Therefore the Government
throw on the local autherities the financial
responsibility of earrying out the provisions
of the Health Act. I & person can pay, hs
ought to pay. As regards persons who can-
not pay, the Government meet the ohliga-
tinn. In fact, the Government do pay thres.
fourths of the cost involved. When tha
Hospital Fund Act was introduced, i was
never intended to relieve local anthorities
of their responsibilities. T know there wiil
he a good denl said on this aspeet, and there-
fore T mention that, on the view indieated,
the Government would have to duplicats
the work of the local authorities by putting
on another band of inspectors—an indefen-
sible proceeding, having regard to those
who eannot pay. The local authorities are
now being treated more generously than
ever. T entirely fail to agree with members
who hold that the Government shonld pay
for cevervthing, and that no responsibiliry
whatever should he cast upon the ratepay-
ers. The ratepayers have some responzi-
bility. They should see that their places are
kept clean, so that their premises will not
hreed infection. Ratepavers should also bear
some responsihility with regard fo the in-
mates of their premises. The present ar-
ranwement makesz local authovities muzh
more careful.

Mre. Marshall: Nothing of the kind.
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: L feel
sure that the aveangement made by the Gov.
ernment will prove satisfactery to the loen
authorities. They have Dbengfited  con-
siderably by that arrangement. It does
not apply to eountry distriets, wheve the
loeal people pay the costs involved out of
their own hospital funds.

Mr. Mavshall: And get taxed as well

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Dur-
ing the vear we have continned the infam
health eentres throughout the State. The
popularity of these institutions is growing
daily. The winning of the overseas shield
in competition  with countries  outside
Great Britain has given an impetus fto
the movement, eausing it to spread more
rapidly than did the propaganda te look
after the children while they are very
young. It is anticipated that a few more
infant health centres will be opened during
the current year.

Mr. Marshall: We want boels supplied,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: it is
unfortunate if that is so. Yowever, the
Government have a perfect right to ad-
vise mothers how to lay a solid foundation
for the future cilizens of Western Aus-
iralia.

Mr. Marshall:
do without food!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In the
time of my predecessor it was arranged
to give additional assistance to mothers
with young babies. Medical and dental
work has procceded durving the year as
previously, except that the staff of doetors
has been reduced by one, due to the clos-
ing of the Training College. A good deal
of Dr. Stang’s time nsed o be spent among
the students, and that time is now avail-
ahle for other work. To sum up the posi-
tion, the serviees of one doctor have been
dispensed with, and the remaining doctors
have been called upon teo do more work
than previouslyv. During the year we have
kept well within the vote granted by this
Chamber. The vote was £83,681, and the
expenditure £78,658., The reduetion in the
expenditure amounts to £2,021, T elaim
that the departmental officers have done
their work in accordance with the desives
of Parlinment, and dene it very well.
There is & demand to-day for reduced ex-
nenditure, sinee the peopl’s earnings ean-
not he inereased: and therefore serviees

1y teaching them how to
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e deing given al greatly reduced cost
Thege Estimaies contain  nothing  new
Hon, members will be able to apply them
selves to the items. Any  informatio
members may desive | shall be pleased &
furnish if 1 possibly ean. 1 hope th
Committee will deal with the Estimates i
the gane liberal spivit as in the past.

MRE. MARSHALL (Murchison) [4.36]
b oagree with the Minister rhat ihis de
purtment s highly important, and that it
aetivities must have inereased consicerabls
owing to the depression. As a rale, sick
ness i3 more prevalent when people are i
i stare of poverty. PPart of the reduction
in expenditure to which the AMinister hus
referred applies to the Wooroloo Sana-
torinm.  There is no longer an assistant
medical ollicer at the sanatorium., The
remainder of the economy applying to that
institution refers to foodstuffs and equip-
ment, the amount of the rednction heing
£204. T am somewhat concerned about the
institution. Tf the numbher of inmates has
declined, that aceounts for the economies;
but if the patients nre not rednced in
number, T fail to see how the Minister
could effect economies,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie; The Minister said
the patients had inereased in number,

Mr. MARSHALT: Yet these Estimafies
show a decrease.

The Minister for Health: The member
for Hannans is referring to the patients.

Mr., MARSHALYL: Is there a deercase
in the number of patients?

The Minister for Healith: Yes.

Mr. MARSHALL: That cireumstance
probably afford the departinent seme op-
portunity to reduce expenditure. T know
the institution has been run on  eareful
lines right through the piece, and thers
ean he very little opportunity indeed to
reduce cosls unless the number of in-
mates has been reduced. The redunetion
would be tragic unless the numher of in-
mates had declined. Before the vote s
passed T should like {he Minister to give
some information ns to whv the serviees
of the assistant medical ofMieer have been
dispensed with. T undersiand that Dr.
Rohert Mitehell the chief medieal officer
of the sanatorinm, will shortly {our the
Murchison for the purpose of examina-
tions ardered by the Walenorlie hoard.
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Then (here will be a strauge, merely tems-
porary, medical oflicer in charge of the
sanatorium, witheut any assistant.  The
idea has been to have at the sanalorium
a doctor who would get ilie run of the
patients and the institniion before D
Mitehell left.  True, Dr. Mitchel will not
he awax for a lengthened period; Dbut he
will he away long enough to allow a new
doctor, not having the run of the institu-
tion, to get well and faithfully mixed up.
Perhaps there was not enough work at
Waorsloo for two doetors at any time. So
lang as Dr. Mitehell is in eharge of the
sanatoriwm T shall be well =atisfied. T -
spect him as a faithful and eapable phy-
sician, T am more particularly concerned
about the second economy of €204, which
takes in all ferms of expenditure, sueh as
hedding, clothing and other requisites for
the inmates. 1 wonld like to know  from
the Minister how it has heen possible to
economise to the extent indieated in the Fsti-
mates,

The Minister for Health: Tt is possible
lo economise a liftle more withont interfer-
ing with the interests of the patients.

Mr. MARSHALL: T have heen n visitor
to the institution ever since T became a mem-
her of Parliament.

The Minister for Health: 1 know fihat,
and you have always found things pretty
rizht there.

Me. MARSHALL: T confess I have found
ne grave reasons for romplaint, hut on this
veeasion 1 am afraid an attempt has been
made fo eeonomise af the expense of the
patients.

The Minister for Health: I shall explain
the position later on.

Mr. MARSHALL: T hope T am wrong,
[t would he pathetie to think that we could
cconomise at their expense. Regarding the
contributions of ratepayers towards the up-
keep of hospitals and so forth, T do net
think the Minister advanced any geod argu-
ment as to why they should contribute.

The Minister for Health: Without it, it
may mean less money for the country has-
pitals.

My, MARSHALIL: Then why did not the
Minister sav so, instead of arguing along
the lines he did? DMy experience is that
people will not he cleaner hecause they are
ratepayers and are compelled to pay some-
thing towards an institution,

]
=
=1

The Minister for Health: Buu ratepayers
may be cleaner if they know ihe inspector
will visif premises occasionally.

Mr. MARSHALL: That will not affect
them.  The Minister's whole argument is
elusive.  Ratepavers should not he called

npon to make contributions towards the
mmaintenance of their hospitals, in addition
to the hospital tax. T disagree with the
Minister's contentions entirely. We are ¢on-
tinnally being told that the people must
realise the necessity for the hospital tax in
order to maintain those institutions, and
now we are to compel them to subscribe to-

wards the maintenance of hospitals and
uthier institutions thronghout the State.
Chilil welfare clinics are doing  splendid

work and 1 reiterate the argument T ad-
vanced by way of interjection. In a hypo-
critieal manner, we endeavour to teach the
tuother how to attend to the wants of her
child, although we do not see to it that, hoth
hefore and after the hirth of that child, the
mother is ahle to proeure sufficient nourish-
ing food to maintain her eonstitution. Due
to the inadequacy of our present wages sys-
tem, mothers cannot maintaim thelr consti-
tution and T am afraid the position will he
aggravated while the depression eontinues.
Thonsands of men are out of work, and
children eontinue to be born daily, In such
circumstanees, nothing but physieal incapa-
city can be expected. The mother’s henlth
and strength eannot he mnintained hefore
the birth of her ehild becanse the breadwin-
ner is not ahle to provide the necessary
nourishing food. Therefore it eannot be ex-
peeted that the child, when born, ean he
aderuately equipped to face even the hattles
of infant life,

Mr. Brown: Perhaps the authorities will
have to do the same as in Mexico.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not kuow the
position in Mexico; my worries are all in
Western Aunstralia, and if we give ¢lose at-
tention to the necessities of the penple here
we shall do all we are eapahle of. T appre-
ciate the fact that the officers of the Health
Department are doing splendid work, sub-
jert to the poliey of the Government. I
differ from the Government regarding the
alterations to the poliey adopted hy the pre- .
vious Covernment, more especially  with re-
ward to the hospital tax and the administra-
fion of the fund. T helieve if iz wrone in
prineiple. People in the ecountry aveax are
ealled upon te pay the hospital tax and vet
contribute towards the upkeep of their loeal
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hospitals. 1 wish to conclude with auother
word of commendation for the capable and
conscientious work of the vllicers of the
Health Department, particularly as it affects
the people in the outhack avens far removed
from the seat of government.

HON. 8. W. MUNSIE (Haunans) [3.7]:
1 do not intend to diseuss the Health Es-
timates thoronghly, but will conteni my-
self with dealing with one or two points.
I agree with the Minister when be said
Western Australia was to be eongratulated
on her success in winning the Baby Week
shield. We can appreciate the position all
the more when we remember that amine
years ago the vital statisties showed that
Western Awstralia had the highest death
rate, not only in the Commeonwealth, but
thronghout all the British Dependenetes
and Dominions, with regard to -children
under one year old. I do not elaim credit
in that respect myself, but I believe the
position Western Australia is in to-day is
due almost entirely to the work of the
Infant Health centres.

The Minister for Health: They
improved the position tremendously.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: The reduction in
the number of deaths of infants under one
vear of age is due prineipally to that
cause. With the member for Murchison
{Mr. Marshali}, 1 believe the mothers do
not get suflicient nourishment in pre-natal
days. That may be so, hut were it not
for the work of the Infant Health cen-
tres, Ctod only knows what the position
would be.

The Minister for Health:
paving contributions.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: 1 know that prac-
tical and thorough advice is given to
mothers regarding the treatment of their
children and of themselves by the various
sisters.

The Minister for Health: And we are
paving money to enable milk to be pur-
chased.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: T am aware of
that faet, and it has assisted mothers to
maintain their eonstitution during the try-
ing ordeal of childbirth, I am pleased to
note that the expenditure on this work
shows anm inerease over the estimate of
last vear, althongh not hy a large amount.
However, the estimate for this year shows

have

We are still
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an inerease of £230 over the actual ex-
penditure last year. The Minister said
that it probably meant that another eentre
would be opened this year. I am glad to
know of that, With regard to the Wooro-
loo Sanatorium, 1 endorse the remarks of
the member for Murchison and if the Gov-
emiment ¢an provide the money, 1 bhe'iove
that in such an institution it is neecessary,
if not absolntely essential, that an assist-
ant medical officer !be appointed. 1 am
aware that when Dr. Mitehell leaves the
institution for any time, another medical
man is sent to take charge, but the Sana-
toritm i an instifution that vequires, dur-
ing Dr. Mitchell’s absence, the services of
a man who knows something about its ae-
tnal administration and working.  Some-
thing mny happen to Dr. Mitehell. We
have one or two young doctors in prae-
tice who have had a fairly extensive ex-
perience at Wooreloo from time to time,
but whether one of them would accept an
appointment there as an assistant medieal
officer, is quite nnother question. The sana-
torium is an institation that warrants the
permanent appoinbinent of an assistant
medical officer. I would like the Minister
to make an explanation regurding the
position of the lepers at Darwin.” Ac-
cording the Estimates, the maintenance of
our lepers at Darwin will eost the State
£700 this year. Formerly £370 was pro-
vided for the transport of the lepers from

the lazarette at Roebourne and £565 was
spent in transferring 'them fo  Darwin.

Negottations took place when I was Min-
ister for Health with a view to the estab-
lishment of one lazarette to cope with the
whole of the work in the North and the
Northern Territory, The .Government
agreed to establish a lazarette at Darwin
and negotiations were then eontinued to
aseertain under what conditions our lepers
conld be dealt with at the Darwim lazar-
efte by the specialist who was trained in
the treatment of this dreaded disease. Ac-
cording to the Estimates il is to cost us
L300, and T wounld like to know if that

represents a saving compared with  the
expenditure under earlier eonditions.
MISS HOLMAN (Forrest} [512]: 1

wish hriefly to deal with the work of hospi-
tals in my electorate and to place a fow
reruiests hefare Lhe Minister.
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The Minister for Health: You ean have
rone left.

Miss HOLMAXN: 1 still want to know
when the X-ray plant I have asked for will
be provided.

The Minister for Health: You may get
that in due eourse.

Miss HOLMAN : The hospitals have been
carrving ont excellent work and even the
nten in receipt ¢f sustenance have been pay-
ing n small amount weekly to keep their
medieal and hospital funds going. T think
they ave payving up to 9d. a week. At
Dwellingup, Nanga Brook, Jarrahdale and
Mornington Mills the hospitals are main-
tained by Government assistance and eon-
tributions hy the people. [Sxeellent work
has been done at the Dwellingup Hospital
during the past two vears by way of addi-
tions and minor repairs carvied out by the
committee, and much assistance has been
rendered by the people of ihe district, [ da
aot think it ean be said that the people Jdo
not do their share. Then there are the
nurses’ quarters, for which no assistance
came from the depariment.

The Minister for Health:
the place.

We furnished

Miszs HOLMAN: T was not going to
mention the Fforniture. T have seen it.

When the Minister promised it T was very
jubilant, but when T saw it I felt sure the
Minister had not seen it hefore it was sent
down. T will tell the Minister what was
forwarded. There was one table for the
sitting room in the nurses’ quarters, two
fairly decent cane chairs, and one very
ordinary cane chair such as conld be pur-
chased for 7s. 6d. at a sale. They have to
be well padded hefore anyone ean =it on
them.

The Minister for Healih: That is & sum-
mer chair.

Miss HOLMAN: Well, there were two
winter chairs and one summer chair. As
curtaing for the windows, they sent one
huge piece of stoff, beautiful soft silk pop-
lin of a beige colonr with hlue trimmings,
but not at all suitable for curtains. Tt
would have done heautifuliy for a partition
across the room, but nof as curtains. As I
have said, 1 did not intend to bring up this
wuestion of furniture; the Minister himself
did it. We want a good drainage system
at this hospital. The Minister promised to
send 1 man down to have a look at it, but
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the man has not turned up yet. The build-
ing requires painting, if only to preserve it.
Then a water supply is required. This is
a very fine report from that hospital, and
so | propose to vead it, as follows:—

This report iy being compiled for the put-
pose of stressing the requircments of this
hospital, aud at the same time pointing out
the work that has been done over the past
two years by the Comniittee, with voluntary
labour and voluntary moenetary nssistanee, in
the hope that the weight of this latter in-
formation will indieate the necessity of our
recelving assistanee with our present require-
ments. The Dwellingup Hospitai iz situated
in & central position scrving timber mills, and
a general distriet, within a radius of about
18 miles, The hospital contains 14 beds and
tweo cots, and deals with every type of case
with the exception of contagions diseases. Tt
is staffed with o double certificated matron,
a maternity nurse, two probationers, a cook
und a handyman. The hospital treats 200
¢ases per annum, the average number of heds
oceupied being seven, and the number of days
treatment per annum is 2,500, The deaths
over the past two vears number 10, but they
were dve to aceident or incurable disease;
they were not maternity ecases. Like every
other hospital, this onc has a fairly large list
of unpaid necounts. This moncy is mostly
owing by people who are not in cireumstances
which permit of their paying. The committce
have recently appointed a special officer for
the purposce of collecting these accounts, and
cvery endeavour is being made by him in that
direction.

Asgistanee by Donations and Loeal Efforts.
—TFor the past two years the hospital com-
mittee have not heen ealled npon to expend
anything out of general funds fe. the purpose
of buyving linen, bedding and general equip-
ment. This has been donated by auxilinry
committees and has assisted the hospital to
the cxtent of £100 per annum. Provisions to
the value of £5 per month are donated—eggs,
butter, vegetables and edible dainties, Thisg
has been going on for years, and is onc of the
main facters in the Iew cost of hospital main-
tenanee. Egg week is conducted each vear by
all the schools in the distriet. This vear the
total result was about 90 dozen. Cash dona-
tions are unfortunately not our lot, as we are
situated in a working distriet, and serve work-
ing people, although the support given to lucal
cfforts and entertainments would do credit to
a mmore wealthy disirict. Firewood is donated
by the mills in the district, and it has not
been necessary for the committee to spend
anything in this direction with the exception
of railway freight—18s. Gd. for a 10-ton truck
ta e hauled two miles.

Capital Tmprovements during past Two

Years:

1. Quarters for Staff.—This is a building
ecomprising three hedrooms, bath.

room, sitting room and convenivnces.
Total cost £370. The staff inereased
to such an extent that it was found
necessary to provide proper avcom-



maodlation. Finaneed  from  funds
matle available by wn art wnion con-
ducted by the committee uwler the
supervisian of the Theatrival Union,

2 Bleetric Laght Plant.—Western electric
32-volt plant. Teotal cost, plant and
installation £220.  The plant was
purchased out of money made avail.
abie  through the art union men-
tioned above. The installation was
executed by veluntary labour from
PPorth, organised by the Theatrieal
Cnjen, in conjunction with the com-
mittec,

G0 Drying Shed.—A shed 30ft, x 187t built
for the purpose of having better
facilities for winter drying.  Total
cost to hospital, £16.  Financed from
loeal efforts.

Alse numerous small Limprovements have
been made, and fiunnced from money collected
I loval efforts,

This is what we require.

N-Ray Pht.—This is wmost  wregently  re-
quired.  The hospitul serves mnny timber
millg, and acvidents in this industry are more
prevalent than in any other. At prescat all
cases requiring the X-ray are sent to Perth.
This entails expense which could e avoided
liad we a plant of owr own.  The plant would
in time pay for itzelf. Apart from the ex-
pense above mentioned, the patient has to
siuffer the discomfort and risk whilst travel-
ling 73 miles to have his ease diagnosed.

Watler Supply.—1or the past few years
difliculty has been met in maintaining a good
water supply, or even a suflicient one, for
domestic use and in case of fire.

Drainage Syvstem,--This was promised by
the Minister at lhis last visit, and should be
done hefore the summer,

Painting Hospital Building.—The place is
in need of paint.  The building has wot heen
done since it was built (meaning it has never
been painted). The cost of the work is war-
ranted, and would save pounds in repairs
later.

Tn case of fire, the hospital committee are
very keen on having another well sunk in
the vard and a pump erected, They have
a small engive there and it conld be man-
aged quite easily.  The water supply gets
very low at times.  Indeed on one oceasion
it gave rise to a remarkable ineident. A
mian who had met with an aceident was
brought in, hut had to be scnt to his own
home to be washed becanse they had not
sufficient water at the hospital for the pur-
pose. The report 1 have read is a very fine
one tor a country hospital. It shows that
the people in the district have done their
very hest to carry on the hospital, The
same may he said of every hospital in the
timber arens. Of course the people have
been out of work and on part-time work, an!
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so cannot spend as much iz they used to
spend on their hospitals. For the Dwell-
imgup Hospital we require an X-ray plant,
a drainage svstem, a  water sapply, the
piinting of the plave and a little more tor
the nurses’ guarters. I feel sure the Min-
ister will give these matters his best consid-
eration. No duoubt his intentions were good,
even i to the furniture, but I do not think
he saw it hefore it was sent down., He pro-
mised €100 tor the Jarrahdale Hospital.

The Minister for Health: And we aave
them £200 instead of €100,

Miss HOLMAN: Yes, hut they were a
long time gwetting it

The Minister for 1lealth: And we pay for
it doctor there, as well as for the hospital.

Miss HOLMAN: Yes, it has prohably
heen fixed up satisfactorily, hut it was a Jony
time in the process. [ will not eomplain if
the requirements of the Nwellingup Hoapi-
tal ave fixed up, and double the amount they
ask for given fo them also. I do want the
Committee to know that the hospitals in the
timber areas are keeping up their reputa-
tion of heing very good hospilals supported
by loeal assistanee, T feel sure the ITealth
Department will give their requests every
consideration.

ME. SAMPSON (Swan) [3.25]: There
Is every justification for the public taking
# keenr interest in the hospitals. Tt is re-
arettable that the stringency in the Govern-
ment's finances makes it impossible at pre-
sent to provide sufficient accommodation at
the Perth Hospital. As far as is humanly
possible evervthing is heing done. I hope
that if any money is available consideration
will be given to additional aeccommodation
at that hospital. Hospitals in our smaller
towns receive greater assistance from the
public than do hospitals in larger centres,
Cancerts and halls and other funections are
held with the ohjeet of improving the fn-
anees of the loeal hospital and many peo-
ple in the district bring in wood, meat, chic-
kens, eggs and other commodities so that
the cost of running the local institution may
be kept down. [ was interested to hear what
the Minister and the member for Hannans
(IIon. 8. W. Munsie) had to say ahoui
hiby elinies and ehild welfare centres. No
doubt the establishment of those activities
has resulted in an enormous amount of sond;
for it we look after the ¢hild hefore bivth
amd after birth, we are going to have
stronger and better men and  women, T
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have n sewestion to make in regard  to
school medical offieers and zehool dentists.
We know of the womderfnl assistance ren-
dered at our larger hospitals hy the medi-
cal traternity. Tn fhe Perth Hospital, for
instanee, there s a large hoparary stafl of
leading medieal men. Tt ocenrred fo me fhat
something might be done in respect to our
country _hospitals, T most of the country
fowns of any size there i= a local dentist!
and [ think if the Medical Department were
to nake fhe sugpestion those dentists would
be quite ready to give honoravy serviee for
the Lenefit of the school children. The
same thing mighi be done in regard to sehool
medical offieers. T am noi overlooking the
faet that in certain enses =uch serviees are
already fortheoming, but 1 helieve the sng-
gestionn weuld resitllt in u fur greater num-
her helping,  Ax to the Woorooloo Sanito.
rium. T realise with the member for Mur-
chiison (My. Marshall) that the medieal offi-
cer should he given relief from time to time.
We all know the fine work of Dr. AMitchel!
and how very deeply his heart is in that
work. The same way he said of the matran.
T kuow, ton, that the publie are very gencr-
ous in helping the Woorooloo Welfare TFund,
and a fund established to help some of the
patients whe through sickness are unable te
help themselves. Tn that vespect some little
help hus heen given to the Government. The
public have proved very genevous. 1 hope
the question of school medical officers and
school dentists will receive consideration at
the hands of the Government. [ helieve this
would be the means in many small centres
of en=zuring those serviees which under the
prezent  finaneial difficnlties are otherwise
imposszible,

MR. PIESSE (Katanning} [5.30]: 1
wish {u congratulate the Minister and the
ellivials of the department upon the suecess
whieh haz attended their efforts during tha
jrst vear, T have come closely in eontaet
with the oflicers of the department. and ap-
preciate the prompiness and efficiency with
which they have alwavs attended to matters
1 have brought hefare them, T do not, how-
vver, see eve to eve with the Minister in
respect to the poliev of the Government
eoncerning  contribuiions by lo-al authori-
tirs for hospital extensions ar the construc-
tinn of new premises. The Minister is not
justified in asking agricnliurists, especiaiiy
in these times. to make eontribntions

!
k)
—

The Minister tfor Health: To carry out
their contraets.

Mr. PIESSE: Whilst they receive no
benefits therefrom, except the fact that a
liospitad is established in their distriet.

The Minister for Health: And nain-
tained at the expense of the Government.

Mr, PIESSE: £ peaple are sulliciently
enterprising and public-spirvited fo make o
contribution on o fifte-fifty basiz, the leas:
that ean be expected i that some credit
ghall be given to thowe who are nnfortunat.
enough to have 1o use the hospital either
for themselves ar lor members of  their
Tamilie~. [ know that the department has
heen very lenient to farmers and others who
have been unable {v meet their accounts. 1t
i# certainly right that people who have made
coniributions towards hospitals by way of
intevest and sinking fund in connection
with the premises, shoull be given eredit
for their pavments. 1 refer to the Natan-
ning Hospital, and similar institutiong in
uther centres. When {he ITospital Bill was

-hefore Parliamem last session 1 tried to

indnee the Minister to give some rvelief to
the people whose canse T wax plcading.
Be did not see fit to do so. We are, there-
fore, in the same position that we were in
Iasi year. The district T vefer to contri-
buted a fairly large sum towards the Kat-
anniag Hespital, whieh is looked upon as
the base hospital for that aren. They eon-
tend that when they made these eontribu-
tions they were promised that if it was
Found necessarv later on to introdaee a tax,
ar some provision for a statutory eontribu-
tion towards hospital expenses, they would
chtuin some relief. 1 do not want undulv
to worry the Minister, becanse 1 know that
great responsibility devolves upon the de-
partment just now for hospital estensions.
T assure him, however, that if it is left to
the local authority to make the ne-essars
cuntributions, hospital faecilities will come
to a dead-end. The taxpayers are justific-d
in {aking the view that they should not he
called upon to assist in building hospitals
if they are to derive no bewefit whatever
from the contributions thev wake towards
the capital cost. T hope the Government
will see fit to aller theiv poliey,

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.33]: I un-
derstand the Minister made some remarks
ahout the Kellerherrin Hospital.
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The Minister Lor Health: I disd noi mea-
tion it

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T understood he had
done s0. A good many complaints have
come from the Kellerberrin distriet eon-
cerning the large wmount that has heen col-
leeted hy way of lospital tax, an amount
that is far more than the people had to pay
i the past.  The funds of the institution
have become depleted, whereas when volun-
tary aid was the rule they were in a good
position. To-daxy the hospital i« almost
down to its last poand., The Fastern Dis-
triets Memorial Tlospital is a well-conducted
institution which has heen lovally supported
by the local people. It is zomewhat galling
to find that owing to the hospital tax the
funds are now so exhausted that the cow-
mittee had Io po eap-in-hand ta fhe depart-
ment for money wilhh which to pay the
wages accounl. The Mintster informed me
that certain applications had been made,
and that money bad heen sent in response
to the appeals. He praetically told me that
these particutar people had not asked for
any money; otherwise they would have re-
geived the difference hetween their expendi-
ture and their income. Tt scems to me that
if one doe= not ask, one does not receive.
This partienlar hospital, sinee fhe tax has
heen in operation, has reached a worse
financial position than it was ever in he-
fore.

The Minister for Health: You do not
blame the tax for that, do vou? Is it not
due to the condition of the wheat-growing
induostry? .

My, GRIFFITHS: I do not see that.
People used to bring all sorts of produce fo
the institution, and do their utmost to keep
it woing. Men would hring in n load of
wood, or would perhaps give a guinea to
the hospital every year. One man T krto-vr
of is paying four puineas n year in hospital
tax alone, He told me he would not mind
that, if the people were getting hack a fair
proportion of the money that goes out hy
way of the tax. I hope the matter will he
Inoked into.

AMr. Marshall: Tn Wiluna, every worker
pavs £5 a year to the hospital and gets
nothing for it

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [5.40]:
The Minister said he hoped the FEstimates
wonld he as well received thiz vear as was
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tisually the case. | do not agree that they
should he well received. The Minister has
got away well with the situation with re-
gard to the funds raised by means of the
hospital tax not being spent in the right
divection. When the Bill was first brought
in for the collection of a tax for hospital
maintenance, vertain classes of people
were exempt from payments, Tater on,
the Minister amended that. To-day prae-
tically no one has  a right to elaim los-
pital treatment. The department can dis-
vusg the situnlion, gpo inte faets and
ligures, and determine whether a patient
is in a position to pay or not. They ean
inmpose a charge upon Smith and allow
Jones to go' seot free. No doubt the de-
artnient are not getting back very much
by way of fees, heeause so few peeple have
any money with which to pay those fees.
Notwithstanding that, patients are still be-
ing asked to puy. In many eases where
no request for payment should be made,
people are handed a bill and are expected
to pay. Il the position had been left us
it was when the Minister brought down
the first Bill providing for a hospital tax,
the position would have heen a thousand
‘thnes better than if is now. To-day, when
a nan leaves the hospital, he can expect to
be presented with a bill, irrespective of his
means with which to pay it. The greatest
source of complaint is in regard to the
Infectious Diseases Hospital. The Minis-
ter satd he had medified the position to a
certain extent.  There is no reason why
he should net wipe out the payments by
local governing bodies. When we reach
the item in yuestion, T will test the feeling
of the Committee on the subject. The hos-
pitul tax is coliected for the welfare of
the sick of this country, Because a ¢hild
is unfertunate enough to contract an in-
fections disease, the Clovernment diselaim
responsibility for o good deal of the ex-
pense heeause of a section that exists in
the Health Act. When the hospital tax
was hrought down. we could reasonably
have expected that this section would he
deleted. YWhen a child or a person is sent
to the Tnfectious Diseases Hospital, the
local governing hody concerned is asked
to contribute 350 per cent. of the uneol-
lected fees. The Minister now says he has
redueed that te a quarter. T wish to enter
my protest against the loeal anthority be-
ing asked to pay anything, The proper
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thite o do i» to get the money vut ol the
hospsital tax.  People are heing taxed for a
apecitic purpose. [t may be said there arve
otheir items on  the Estimates towards
which the local governing bodies could he
asked ro contribute. The Minister =said
that the step he proposed to tuke woull
mean that the Infectious Dizeases Hospi-
tal would he kept in a cleaner condition
than would otherwise be the case. T o not
think that will be so. The health inspect-
ors and the local authorities conld =till do
their work il the later were not paying
a proportion of the amount. One might
ask why the venereal disease payments
should not he put on the same basis. There
is an item for that on the Fstimages, be-
cause the Government pay the charges.
That is a serious discase, and vet if a
child contracts diphtheria or mensles, the
rovernment say that the loeal authority
mnst pay. T do nolt agree with that, and
will test the feeling of the House when we
come to  the item.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan} [5.44]1:
T wish to vefer to the Kine Edward Memo-
rial  Hospital, particularvly  that  portion
which ix =et apart for infants. The sisters

rranised  bridge  parcties and the like, to
raise funds for the purpose of aequiring
a set of scales for the weighing of infants.
Tn view of the extensions to the premises,
it has been necessary to transfer those seales
to the new building. Another set of seales
i now required for the local infant health
centre, and the loeal King Edward Memo-
vial Hospital. Tt is a small matter, and T
merely bring it before the notice of the
Minister in the hope that he will have the
seales supplied. Excellent work has been
done in the distriet with rvegard to the eare
of infants, particularly in the case of thoze
with whom diiliculties are encountered im-
mediately atter hirth: and. as bas been
pointed out, by virtue of the increased know-
ledge given to mothers hy the sisters von-
nected with infant health centres, the death
1ate has decreased considerably.  We are
~serond anly to New Zealand as far a- the
death rate of infants under 12 months i-
concerned.  That i. creditable indeed and
T hope that by giving what i soucht to en-
able the work to be earried out even mo «
efficiently that the position will be still fur-
ther improved. 1 think the food supply of
the wmothers conld he changed for the bhetter,
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Whilst 1 am not an authority on this ques-
tion | know teom what | have bheen told
thet on Sunday evenine the mothers are
given porridge Lor their meal.  Porridge is
ex~eilial, we know, for mothers, but I think
some other food could he supplied in the
evening., These ure wmatters to which the
Minister can wive attention, aid T mention
them in the hope that the Minister will do
s0. Regarding the ameunt that road hoards
are called upon to pay Tor infectinus dis-
eases in their territory, T have had a com-
munication from the road howrd in iy dis-
trict protesting  against the charges im-
posed.  In respect of the Bas<endean Road
Board the rate colleeted was totally insuf-
ficient to pay for the eases that arose in the
distriet. These cases eonld not he pnt down,
as the Minister suggested, to unclean pre-
mises, We are aware that some may be un-
clean hut we are also aware of the fact that
clean persons are liable Lo be attacked by
infeetions diseases. In many instanees the
local authorities ave not in a position to
pay the charges that are imposed. T under-
stand that an agreement has been arrived
at hetween the Minister and the local hodies,
and certainly the position is muech better
now than it was formerly. Al the same, I
think that the nfeetious disease charges
could be wiped out altogether,

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (lion.
(. G, Latham—York-—in reply) T[td4]: T
thank wembers for lhaving received these
Estimates so rearonahly. I do nof think
there has been very mueh change in the
poliecy of the department during the past
three vears. Reparding the question of a
doctor at Wooroleo, | have not heard any
complaints nbout lack of medieal atiention
there, [t is very dillicult to gef a younyg man
who will stay at Wooroloo for any length
of time. We are aware that young medical
men are anxious to extend their knowledge
as far as possible, and they like to put in
a period at Wooroloo to gain experience.
Dr. Shunahan who wax there—-he is a de-
partmental officer—wa~ transferred to Kal-
goorlie hospital where he is now resicent.
His =ervices c¢oulidl be availed of at short
notice because his place counld be filled wuch
wmore easily than the position of the officer
in  charee at  Woarsloo. T will in-
quire into the matter, but I think
Dr. Mitehell would have raised the uestion
with me, and up to date I have not heard
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anything at all from him. The member for
Murchison said he thought we were depriv-
ing the Wooroloo institution of certain pro-
visions to which the sanatorinm was -en-
titled.  The expenditure there has heen re-
duced, and that has been due largely to the
fact that we have heen able to do a ftre-
mendous Iot of work on the farm whieh
hitherto it wa= not possible to earry out
there. A larwe arvea of the farm property
has been sown, with the result that our for-
age bill will this vear he very small, There
is a good deal of feed now. and that will
account Tor a considerable saving. T an not
going to tell the Commiitee what the figures
are because T am net sure of them. The
stock there mmust he maintained in good con-
dition, and it was considered wiser to sap-
ply natural rather than artificial feed. Tf
hon. members care to visit the farm, they
will notice a hig improvement there. A num-
her of single unemployed men have heen en-
- gaged in work there and a lot of money has
been spent in laying down pastures and fop-
dressing,  From all that we are getting the
henefit this vear,

Mr. Marshall: Before vou leave this sub-
jeet, why is the medieal superintendent
down £4!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
ix the difference hetween the period Julv 1
and Julv 10, en which latter date the Fin-
ancial Ewmerwgeney Act applied.  Wiih ve-
wzard to the question of the maintenance of
lepers raised by the member for Haunans,
thiz hax never heen a special ifem, [ took
np the matter where the hon. member left
off. 1 noticed a minute of his which rather
impressed e, and it was that as leprosy
was a curable disease, we should gzive the
ahorigines the opportunity to be cured by
sending them to Darwin, where there is a
special officer whose duty it is to atlend to
those cases. T understand that by sending
the natives there we save roughly abont £600
a year. This vear there hag heen a slight
inerease hecanse n few lepers had to e
picked up further along the eoast, and we
had to keep them under eontrol.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: What was the num-
ber transferred ?

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH : Seven-
teen, | think. To-day I helieve we have four
lepeors,

Houn. S, W. Munsie: While T was Minis-
ter for Health it cost £185 just to hring onc
in.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Mom-
hers, 1 suppose, know the story in the Bihle
about the lepers,

M. Marshalb: What s it?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
they were unelean,  To-day it is not as
contagious a disease az the story would have
had us helicve.  For all that, 1 don't sup-
pose many of ws wonld like to eomc info
elose contact with lepers, 1 am pleased to
know that we have heen able to do s0 much
for the member for Forrest {Mixs Holman)
ag to justifv her commendation, except as
rezards the Dwellingnp hospital.  We arve
aware that the timher distriets have Lelt the
effeets of the depression perhaps more than
others, and it iz the first time that these
institutions have had ia appeal to the Gov-
ernment for assistanee. Tt is intended to
provide X-ray plants for as many hoxpitals
as possible in the near future. May T take
this opportunity of saving that T appreei-
ate very much the help given to us hy the
Art Unions Committee towards: the provi-
sion of X-ray plants for the various hospi-
tals in the State. 1f we hadd to meet all the
demands. there would he verv little avail-
ahle to cope with any outbreak of dizease
that might oeeur,

Hon. A, MeCallum:
noney,

The MINISTER 1FOR HEMLTH: Yes,
hut tainted in the vight direetion. [f it
gives relief, we need not worry very maoch
about the taint.  The Geraldton ho=pital
has one of the finest N-Ray plants in the
State and its installation was due to the
money provided from loeal trust  funds
and to the help wiven hy the Avt Union
Committee.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Whers does  the
King Edward Memorial Ho=pital appear
in these Estimates?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTIL: It gets
its revenue from hospital funds.

Hon. 8. W, Munsic: T see nothing about
it in the report.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: [t is
arouped with other hospitals.  With re-
ward to that institution, we were able to
wot from the hospital fund and from art
union funds the money required to build a
new ward. Now the Art Union Commit-
tee, as far as funds will permit, will assist
to provide X-Ray plants throughent the
State.

That i+ Fainged
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Miss Holman:  Which will be served
first !}

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In
rolation, according to the need for the
plant.

Miss Holman:
the list?

The MINISTER FOR HEAMLTH: Dwel-
lingup hespital stands fairly high on the
list. There may be another hospital or
itwo in tront of it. 1 hope that in the
near tuture the hon. member will be in -
position to tell us how pleased she is at
onr having installed a plant at Dwellingup.
The old question was also raized about
the right of local zoverning  bodies o
throw the whole of the responsibility of
the hospitals on the people of the State.
T point out to the memher for Katanning
that many hospitals in the Staie have heen
buitt by the people themselves finding 50
per cent. of ihe cost of construction. and
that the people are maintaininz those in-
sfitutions. In the case of Katanning, the
Government lent the whole of the money.
and ihe Joeal bady undertook the respon-
sibility of finding interest and sinking
fund for half. Thus the Katanning hospital
iz in a good pesition in comparison with
other haspitals in the State.

Hon. 5, W. Munsie: Only another. the
Collie hospital, ot a similar concession.

The MINTSTER FOR TIEALTH: Coliie
and Wagin.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie:  Wagin did not
quite get the same treatment.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Wagin
got a concession on similar lines and if
seems n breach of faith for a person to
come along, after having entered into 2
compaet, and say ““We are not goine tu
carry it out.”” As a matter of faet the
Minizter of the day. when npening the
hospital at Katanning. said definitely that
if hiz hospital Bill had heen earried, funds
would have heen available for the main-
tenance and  earrving on of hospitale
thronghout the State. The membher for
Katanning never misses an anportunity fn
voice the opinion of the loeal authority in
that district. which is that the membor for
Sonth Fremantle told the peonle of Katan-
uing that if the hosnital tax was passed,
Katanning would bhe relieved of its obliga-
tionz. T have read the notes of the hon.
member’s vizsit to the town. Those notes
were made by his seeretarv and  there

Where do we stand on

"mnuch,
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would be no oceasion for the exclusion of
anything that was pertinent, and there i
nothing to indieate that any surh statement
wis made or that such relief woull he given.

Mr. Piesse: You wounkd not eall on the
ratepavers of ’erth in the zame way.

The MINISTER FPOR WEALTH: Thai
very work i being carvied on in the Perth
Hospital by the peaple. We have found
anly half the aetual cash and the vest has
been obtained from ather sources. The
womenfolk raised the money with whiclh to
furnisl the building, a sum of ahout £804
Peaple should not make n contract and then
soek to knoek it down when they feel so in-
elined.  There ix an ebligation on people to
carry ont their contract. T consider that
the Katanning people have protested too
The member for Avon (Br.
Griftiths) referred to the Kellerhberrin Hos-
pital. Some members think that all we
have to do is to hand over a cheane saying,
“Here is the money vou want.” During
these trving times, it is diffienit to get suffi-
cient money to go round. The member for
Murchison {Mr. Marshall}) knows that the
department bave had a worrving time with
rezard to his district. Tf an aecident hap-
pened on the hiz wine at Meckatharea.
where so many men are emploved, the lack
of hospital aeceommodation wonld placz us
in a shocking position.  We mnst have some
little  reserve, The Kellerberrin  people
Lave hern told the same as the members of
every other commitiee in charge of o Tos-
pital.  Provided thex keep eontrol of their
expenditure, we will find the difference he-
tween revenue ‘and expenditure from the
bospital fund. Tt is not a matter of going
te the Government eap in hand. TPeople in
that eontre endeavour to eatenlate the col-
leetions  from the distriet and then talk
about the thonsands of ponnds that arve be-
ing paid into the fund. The hon. memher
referred fo one man who had paid £4 by
way of lospital tax.  Tf that man is a
Farmer, he is in o fairly decent way hesanse
his income weould require to he not less than
£700 for the vear to make him liable for
that amount of taxation. T only wish that
that was a fnir index to the eondition of
the farming industrye.  The people of Kol-
ferberrin must remember that they eamiot
be treated differently from other neople.
There has not heen a request for an amouns
from auy hespital an the hasis sneeestel
ihai has not heen wet by the Government,
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I do not think the member for Middle Swan
(Mr. Hegney) was justified in complaining
that the parients in King Edward Menoria!
Hospital were not heing  adequately fed.
There is no better woman in the State than
Miatron Walsh and we would probably have
to go outside Anstralia to fnd one as goo-d
ag ghe is. She has a free hand in the mat-
ter of feeding the patients, The siatement
was net fair to Matron Walsh, hut T will
bring it under her notice.

AMr. Marshall: T think we had hetter leave
that matter to the matron.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
she knows hetter than we dn how the
patients should be fed. T have visited the
bospital frequently and 1 have not heard a

ward abount her patients having heen kept -

short of food. We should not keep an in-
stitution short. TF T thought there was o
shortage, T would vectify the matter at once.

Miss Holman: Are vou doing anything
regarding the maids’ quariers?

The MIXISTER FOR HUEALTI: It has
heen suzgesied that we should renovate
them, hut T have given instructions that
nothing be done until we aseertain whether
it iz possible to raise money for new quar-
ters. The hnilding in use is an improvise.
straeture. prohahly one of the worst huild.
ings ever attached fo a hospital. T had
never hefore seen cardhoard partitions use
in a building, FEvidently the State has pre-
vipusly experienced trying fimes and the
building dates baek to those times., T am
hopeful that we shall he able to raise enough
maney to provide decent accommodation
away fram the present site.  If that is pos-
sible, the existing building can be pulled
down, because it will he unsuitable for any-
thing else. T was surprised at the comments
of the memher for Fremantle (Mr. Slee-
man). TIf there is any hospital in the State
that hag received henefits, it ia the Fre-
mantle Hospital.

Mr. Sleeman: No more than it hag de-
served.

The MINTSTER FOR TEALTH: The
hon. member said we should do this and
that with the monev. 11 we follow his ad-
vice, we eanunt continue (o do what we are
doing at presend.

AMr. Sleeman: No town has done  more
for its hospital than has Fremantle.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Not

much has heen done by the people of Fre-

- have bhecn increcased
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mantle since the department tovk control,
and [ do not think the people will be
pleased at the proposal of the hon. mew-
ber that we should spend the money in
other directions.

My, Sleeman: 1 think they will be very
pleased.

The MINISTER FOR IEALTH: If we
spend the money in the way the hon. mem-
her suggested, Fremantle hospital eannot
have the money that is being expended on
it at present. When the department took
it over, it had liabilities approximaiing
£4,000, which we paid. The money was
paid to local tradespevple who had Dheen
giving the hospital credit. We provided
half the ¢ost of a new X-ray table, the
other ieiety having ‘been met hy  the
ladies” auxilinry. We opened an additional
ward which had previously been closed;
we opened the children’s ward, which was
closed when the department took over the
management. Recently there has heen a
movement to ralse a memorial to a young
fellow who was killed.

Mr. Marshall:  That lad was injured,
not killed.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: He
died as a resnlt of injuries; the hon. mem-
ber is merely playing with words. We¢
agreed to find £1,500 on a pound-for-pound
basis towards the memorial. We have in-
aungurated an orthepoedic department with
a hatf-time masseuse: the medical  staff
from two to three;
the staff have heen strengthened by the ap-
pointment of an assistant matron and fve
stall’ purses, one for cach ward.

My, Sleemwan: There ave onlv two extra
doctors.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
third is unfortunately away, hut the
strength will be restored as soon as pos-
gible.  We have placed a full-time sisier
in the X-ray department, and every month
we have paid the differenec hetween the
hospital’s vevenue and expenditure. The
management of the hospital to-day must
he very pleasant work for the Tocal com-
mittec. [Local hospital committees have
rendered great assistancc. If the hon.
member wishes us to spend the money in
other ways, it will be impossible to find
sulficient to go round. We have the great-
est diffienlty now ta make ends meel, Tn
these trying fimes people have not the



{2 Novesuper, 1932.]

money to give to hospitals that they had
in better times. The people who use the
lospitals cannot now pay as they used to
pay in Dbetter times. True, the hospital
tax has been used by some people who
could give us an excuse for not giving.
With the money that has been available,
we have done our best and I do not think
there is much reason for anybody to com-
plain. To-day [ wrote off £1G,000 of fees
owing by patients te the I'remantle hos-
pital, so it will be realised that we are
not worrving  people o great deal.  The
department is being varried on as before.
There is no intention to hnrass n man who
cannot pay, but in the interests of the peo-
ple who needl hospital accommodation, those
who ean pay musi pay, and those who ean
afford treatment in a private hospital must
go there in order to leave voom for those
wha eannnt afford private hospital treut-
ment.

Mr. Sleeman interjected.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: When
I was at Fremantle I told the people that
the hospital would bave all it eould man-
age to look after the indigent.people of the
district. The management of the hospital
was taken over so that the loeal commit-

tee would not be called upon to approach

the Fremantle people. The hon. member
should be generons enough to admit all
that we have done for them.

My. Sleeman: You admit the one and T
will admit the other,

The MIRTSTER FOR HEALTH: What,
that we are harassing people?

Mr. Sleeman: Yo, that the people of
Fremantle have done as much as the peo-
ple of any other centre.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: [n the
early davs they were doing ax mueh, hut
T am spenking of last vear. The people
of the State generally have heen  verv
henevolent. Thev have given n tremen-
dotis st to hospitals, but members should
not ark ns fo use funds for purpoges which
wonld necessitate our depriving a section
of the people of relief. probably the see-
tion that the member for Fremantle would
least desire to see deprived of such relief.

Ttem. Homes. contingencies, €10,928:

Mr. MARSHALT ;. The item shows =
reduction of €400, How ha= that reduction
beenn made? T understand  that the Old
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Men's Home and the Old Women's Home
are more or less crowded. | believe there
is not a vaeant hed in the Old Women’s
Home and that some immates have been ae-
commaodated in improvised guarters, That
would imply an increase in the cost of main-
tenance, whereas the cost is heing reduced.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Since
sustenance has been paid outside, a nmnher
of men not in receipt of pensions have gone
on to sustenance beenuse they received more
cash than they would have if they remained
in the Old Men’s Home. Inmates on a pen-
ston reeeive a small allowance from their
pensions, It was 4s.:0 [ think it is now 3s.
G, Quite a numher of inmatez were not
entitled to pensions, and they thought they
ronlit do hetter sutside while sustenance was
heing paid.  That does not account for the
whole of the £400.

Mr. Hegney: Would those men he over
55 vears of age?

The MINISTER TOR HEALTE: XNo
There are u number of men who ought to
be in some kind of a home hut who are not
entitled to o pensipn,

~Nittiug sispended from G035 o Z30 pom.

"The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Not
only i2 there a reduction of the number of
inmates in the homes, but the cost of living
has heen vedueced considerably, and last vear
a large amount of money was =pent on beds
and elothing—an expenditure which will not
e repeated this year. Consequently it is
anlicipated that without interfering at all
with the living conditions of the old people
in the homes a saving of £400 will be
effected.

Miss HHOLMAN: The Vote shows numer-
ons reductions.  In almost every item there
is a diminuation. Medicines are less by £20:
the amount for telephonez is smaller; burial
of desitute persons is also less. The Press
hax contained many complaints of the man-
ner in which the destitute are hnried. On
what are these reductions hased?

The MINLISTER FOR HEALTH: I
pointed out that the nmwuher of inmates was
lower, that there had heen a reduetion in
the cost of living, and that last year there
harl been a non-recurring item fov bedding
and clothing, The amount for medicines is
lower thanks to an arrangement for whole-
sale huying and for control of the issue of
medicines. Burial of destitufe persons has
for many years been done by contraet, and
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thi~ year there is a reduetion in the contract
sum.  The manner of burial of the destitute
hax heen brought under the Government’s
natiee, 2l an inguiry has been held. Tt is
hoped that there wili be no oceansion for a
recurrence of complaints,

Miss HOLMAXN: The vear before last the
amwunf for destitute hurials was €896, last
vear it was £396, and this year it is £475—
showing progressive reductions.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
amount represents merely an estimate, based
on the number of inmates that die from
vear to year. There is far morve ecompeti-
tion to-day than previously, and n conse-
quence has been lower tenders.  Thie re
ward iz paid to deeeney of hurial.

Ale, 110 W, Mann: A proper standard i-
stipulated i the form of contract.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTIT:
There has not heen, so far as I know, any
seandal in that regard. If the work can
be done for half the monev previously paid,
the (tovernment have noe vizht to pay move,
provided the same deceney ean be  pre-
served.

Vote pnt and passed.

Vote—Iublic IHealth, £27,117:

ltem, Puyments to Loral Tlealth Author-
ities, €1,615.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: Paviment: =hould not he
required From loenl governing bodies in re-
speet of eases of infectious disense, seeing
that there i= a hospital tax. The Govern-
ment ought to do their job, whether the hox-
pital eoncerned be one for infectious dis-
eases or an ovdinary hospital. 1 do not
ngree with the Minister that the new ar.
rangement will be better for loeal author-
ities, and that they arve likely to do their
work more elliciently heeanse they are called
upon to pay something. 1 eannoi, unfor-
tunately, move tq increase the amount of
the ilem: hut ax a protest, and to test the
feeling of the Committee, T move—

That the item be reduved by €1

The MINISTER FOR TEALTH:
hope the amendment will not be carried. 1
have wiven au undertaking that instead of
the £30 which the State has found in the
pist townrds the cost entailed by anthreaks
ol infections diseaze. 75 per cent, will he
found where payment by the loeal authori(y
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is made within one month. The item will
have to be exvessed on account of the ar.

rangement recently made with the loeal
authorities, who have heen treated very
fairly indeed. The hon. member eannot

have ronsulted them. To get hold of money
to-clay is most dillienit. [t the item is re-
tnced, the Perth Hospital will suffer. Orvi-
ginally the local anthorvities were to pay
37 per venl. of this cost: now, subject to
prompt payment, they pay enly 25 per cent,
There must he some responsibility on loeal
anthorities in this matter.  Our hospitals
mnst he maintained first of all, ¥ the
amount going to the hospitals is inerensed,
a heavier hurden must fall elsewhere.

Mr, KENNEALLY: The applieation
matle bx the representalive deputation to
whiclt the AMinister alluded in introducing
the Vote was that the Government, through
the hospital fund, should assame full finan-
ein] vesponsihility for eases of infectious
disease, The arzwuent advanced was un-
answerable. Local aunthorities are ealled
upon to meet expenses involved in cases of
infections disense oeeurring in their dis-
triets even thaugh the people affected arve
not ratepavers—dg- the local authority eon-
cerned. Tt is the duty of either the loeal
authority or the Government to see that dis-
ense does uot sprewd. The loeal authority
has not the means of taxing, A hospital tax
heing in existence, surely it can be claimed
to he Tor hespital purpeses; and if there
is one  thing  which wore than an-
other calls  for attention by  those
collecting the hospital tax, it is the preven-
tion of the spread of infectivus disease,
A representative deputation placed before
the Ainister the request, not that the local
woverning authorities should hear a1 eer-
tain proportion of the cost and the Ciov-
ernment the vest, but that, as taxation had
heen levied for hospital  purposes.  the
whole of the responsibility regarding the
non-spread of infeetions diseases should
he aeecpted by the (lovernment. As in-
fections discases are ealeulated to spread
amongst people who do not pav anything
to the local governing hodies. the whole ex-
pense should he harne by the {tovernment
who collect the hespital tax from the
whole of the people. T hope the amend-
ment will be agreed to as an indication
that the Committee are in accord with the
representations of the loeal  coverning
anthorities.
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Mre. Ho W, MAXNN:  take this oppor-
tunity of expressing my thanks to the
member for East Perth tor taking charge
of the deputation that waited on the Min-
ister from the local governing authorities,
when 1 was jprevented irom deing so
through an aveident. 1 do not agree with
the reasons advapced by the wember for
East Perth in support of the amendment.
The loeal authorities have te shoulder
some responsibility, and if they are to be
relieved of it, the next move on their part,
I imagine. will be to dispense with the ser-
vices of their health officers,

Mr. Kenneally: That does not  cowme
into the argument.
Me. I W, MANN:  The loeal health

authorities adwinister the Health Aet and
have by-laws (hat they require to be oh
served. Their official: are more in towch
with local esidents than are the depairt-
menial oflicers, who have to deal “with
meat inspection, medicines, and so on. The
inspeetion of premises where disease has
broken out is carried out hy the loeal

authorities, and if their ragamsihilities in
that regard are -Ierre:lﬂ-_\' will  he.

come lax in the administration of the by-

laws. The Government have acted gen-
erously in undertaking to hear  three-
fonrths of the cost.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The member for

Perth has wmisjudged (he position. The
local anthoviiies will =till have to shoulder
the re=ponstbilities they have now. We are
dealing with the paxment of lees of
patients suffering from infectious disenses.

Mr. H W. Mann: The ane thing leads
to the other.

Ay, KENNEALLY : Tt is a quesiion of
who shall pay the fees, the local govern-
ing authorities or the Government. Under
the hospital tax legislation, we made pro-
vision whereby certain people were to re-
ceive hospital attention free. The fovern-
ment should indieate to the loeal authori-
tiez that a< those particular people were
not ealled upon to pay anvthing, the Gov-
ernment themselves would undertake the
responsibitity. The Government do  not
adapt that attitude, hut vequire the loeal
authorities to bear the burden.

Mr. H W, Mann: If the local anthori-
ties are lax in the administration of the
hy-laws, discase mayv spread.
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Mr. KENNEALLY: it must. be obvious
that the taet that loeal authorities are io
be compelled to pay additional money in
the direction I have indicated, will nol
make them more varveful in the prevention
of the spread of disease than they are at
present, The whole nspect is changed as
the resull of the imposition of the hospi-
tal tax. [ do not think the Giovermmnent’s
attitude is fair to the local authoritics.

Mr. MARSMALL: There is another
phase that has not been mentioned. Inas-
el as the Government foree loral auth-
orities to contribute wowards the cost of
the treatment of thase unfortunate enough
to contract intectious diseases, they are
penalising those who ean least alford to be
penalised. The bulk of these who contri-
bute towards the funds of local authori-
ties are married people who have greater
responsibilities than sirgle persons, and it
is upon these married people that the bhar-
den will Fall. 1f the local authorities have
to bear additional expense, it will he re-
flectod in the vates, which are largely paid
by married people. T de not agree with
the Minister’s argument thai pavments
made by individuals will affect their atti-
tude from the standpoint of eleanliness.

Mp, T W, Mann: Then vou would d»
awnv with health inspectors altozether.

AMr. MARSHALL: That does not fnl-
low at all. Tf the Minister confinues ta
he persistent in his determination to im-
pose this tax upon local anthorities it will
not make individuals keep  themwlves ar
their premises any eleaner.

Tke Minister for Health: That 1= net
fair. This has been in foree for a num-
her of vears.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then it is {ime the
impost was removed.

Mr. Sleeman: The people have not had
the hospital tax for vears.

AMr. MARSHALL: The Minister shoulid
recognise the fact that this added burden
will inerease the diffienlties  of married
people.

The Minister for Tands: [f that is the
position, then it is a wonder that thev o
not fake notice of the charges levied hy
the local anthorities for electrie light and
xas.

V. MARSHALL: We are not discussing
that at the moment. The more the Minister
erahs from the local authorities hy way of
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payients under this head, the more will the
rates be inerensed and the obligation thrown
on people who can least afford to hear it.

Mr. HEGNEY : T will support the amend-
ment.  Numbers of road boards, when con-
fronted with an outhreak of sickness, have
no funds to mect the expense. This applies
10 the Bassendean Roead Board, who have
hrought the facts hefore wme, while the
Bayswater hoard have made complaints on
the same seore.  The difficulty is that whole
families who have heen stricken down hy
some infections disease have left the dis-
triet hefore the loeal authority received the
account from the hospital.  There should
he no eharge agaimst loeal aunthorities for
such a service. They lave to suppert a
health inspector to see that the health ve-
ouirements are earried ont, and when there
is anything like a serious epidemie they are
llard put to find the money to cope with it,
I think the road hoavds are entitled to relief,
andd so T will support the amendment.

Mr, SLEEMAN:  The only thing the
Minister had to say was he hoped the
amendment would not be earried, because
the Government had agreed to wmake certain
pavments. :

The Minister for Health: I said that if ir
were carried the Government would have ta
erease the tax,

Mr. SLEEMAN: Sinee the Government
are collecting the hospital tax if should he
their responsibility to maintain the hes-
pitals.  The Minister said T had md au-
thority from the road boards in my distriet.

The Minister for Health: T said vou had
not consulted them,

Mr. SLEFMAX: 1 have reccived com-
nmmnieations from three -local anthorities in
my electorate, and they have thanked wme
for the interest T was taking in the wmatter
and trusted that T would maintain it until
their objeet was achieved.

The Minister Eor Health: T do not re-
wember sceing vou on that deputation.

Mr. SLEFMAN: No, I was noi thera.
1 may have heen in Fremantle trying to
colleet food for the starving unemployed.
The Government are collecting taxes for the
maintenanee of the haspitals and se should
maintain them.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: For
many years past it has been the responsi-
bility of loeal authorities to pay for in-
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tertions diseases. The Tnfectious Diseases
tospital iz not a Government institution.
but is pavt of the PPerth Hospital. It is not
a4 question of  payment  altogether, but a
question of checking any outhreak of in-
fectious diseases. [f the Government were
to aceept the whole of the financial respon.
sihility, we wonld have to set up an army of
inspectors to see that there was no spread
of infectious disease. The loeal authorities
are doing this quite well. The combating
of an outhreak of disease has alwavs been
the responsibility of the Govermment when
loral nuthorities conld not eope with the
position.  When we had that outbreak of
preuwmonie influenza some years ago, it be
wame the respomsibility of the Government
Still, where infectious diseazes ecan M
checked, they should be cheeked by the loea!
authority.  Seelion 206 of the Health Ael
preseribes that in order to eheck or preven!
the spread of any infections disease, the
local authority from time to tine on its ow:
mation, or when the Commissioner so re
quires, =hall exercise any powers conferrec
by the Aet to remedy any sanitary defects
ete. Under t calth Aet it is the respon
sibility of the Toedl authorities to maintai:
lospitals in their own distriets for the ear
of those suffering from infecttous diseases
In order to prevent unnecessary expendi
ture, arrangements were made with th
Perth Hospital to have n ecommon infectiow
diseases hospital for the whole of the met
ropolitan area. If the Committee insist
that the money has to be found by the Gov
ernment, I ean say definitely there i
no chanee of getting the money from th
Treasury, We know that eertain relie

has heen given to the Treasury b
the imposition of the hospital tax, he
cause  previously  £104060  per  ammw
was  found from  Consolidated Revenn

whereas that is not being found to-day
Tf the Committee insists upon the Govern
ment paying for these serviees and so
lieving the loeal authorities, since the Tres
sury is empiy it will he of no nse comin
to me for additional services. If ther
were to he an outhbreak of infectious di:
ease, we would have great difficulty in find
ing the money to cope with it. Membe
should give a 12 menths’ trial to. the ne
arrangements entered inte with the loe
authorities. Tt scems to he a question ¢
shifting the responsibility from the pre
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perty owner on to the wages man, but T do
not think we should do that.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The Minister’s con-
cloding remark indieates that he has not
given proper consideration to the position.
Is it the property owner who pays the tax,
or is it the person who lives in the pro-
perty owner’s house who pays the tax? We
know that these taxes are passed on to the
worker. The Mmister said that for vears
the local authorities had been paying this
money. But there has heen an alteration in
recent years, For many vears there was no
hospital tax, hut now there is, which makes
a very great alteration. Tt is not right to
sy the local authorities have become lax in
their efforts to prevent the spread of dis-
ense, for it is in the interests of the loenl
anthorities to see that infections disease is
not allowed to spread. The expenditure in
the case of loeal anthorities for the vear be-
fore last was £712, and the estimate for last
vear was £300, the actual expenditure heing
£34d. The estimate for the current vear is
£350), showing an inereased liability over last
vear of only £6. The Government are re-
ceiving £133,600 from the public but the ex-
tent of the relief to local authoritics is £350,
or £6 more than when the Government did
not get the hospital tax.

The Minister for Health: This has been
arranged since the Estimates were submit-
ted.

Mr. REXNNEALLY:
amount is not great.

The Minister for Health: Very well, T
will oblige ¥ou and cancel the whole thing.

Mr. KENNEALLY: If the Minister
wishes to be obliging he ean agree fo the
requiest that was made by the deputation
from local governing bodies, which asked
that the Government shounld stand the whole
of the expenditure.

Mr. SAMPSON: A big fuss is being
made over a small matter, The responsibil-
itv for the health of the people lies with
the loeal authorities, who should live up to
it. The Minisier for Health has already
made a reduction in the payments made by
loeal authorities.

The addifional

[Mr. J. H. Smith took the Chair)

The Minister for Health: T am not at all
sure that the Audifor General will agree,
and that he will not force them to pay the
full amount,
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Mr. SAMP'SON: This is not the time to
reduce the responsibilities that are attached
to anyone. I think the Minister was justi-
fied in refusing the deputation’s Tteruest.
We do not want loeal authorities to reduce
their vigilance in hygienic matters. They
might well aceept their reduced responsihil-
ities in the matter of infectious disenses.
My first care will always be to protect the
fund that is provided for the sick people
of the State,

Mr. SLEEMAN: [ do not want patients
to he annoved with haspital bills when they
eanngt possibly meet them; nor do I want
loeal authorities to be foreed to contribute
to the cost of infectious cases when a tax
has heen imposed that should cover all such
things. 1 resent the suggestion that local
authovities would pay less attention to the
health of their eommunities if they did not
make this contribution, The tax is heing
used only to support a portion of our hos-
pitals, and should inelude the infertious dis-
eases hospitals,

ALy, PANTON: The Perth hospital is not
responsible for the infectious disenses hos-
pital.

The Minister for Health: It is part of
that institution.

Mr. PANTON: Only for administration
purposes. Under the Health Act the re-
sponsibility lies with the local governing
bodies. Tt would be childish fo ask every-
local authority to establish its own hospital
for such eases, and consequently a central
haspital has been established under the ad-
ministration of the Perth Hospital Board.
It might be believed that there has been a
remarkable alteration since the hospital tax
was imposed. Actually the situation has un-
dergone no change whatever,

The Minister for Health: Except that yon
et vour money easilv.

My, PANTON: It is harder than ever to
et money out of the department. Any per-
son that the exeeutive of the hospital be-
lieve ean pay for treatment is compelled
to pay. The admission clerk earries out his
dufies to-day in exactly the same way as he
did hefore. Patients have to sign a declara-
tion as to their means, and that is wsumally
the deciding faetor as to whether thev shall
pay or not. There has been less writing off
in the case of the Perth Hospital since the
tax was imposed than was the case before.
AN that it has doné is to relieve Consoli-
dated Revenue. It has given no one the
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vight to hospital treatment. The povrer the
people are, the greater is the endeavout
they make to meet their hospital commit-
ments, even if it be only at the rate of 6d. a
week. The local governing bodies must ac-
cept some responsibility. Prohably 90 per
cent. of the inmates of the Infections Dis-

enses  Hospital are voung  diphtherin
patlents. The cleanliness of the person

does not enter into the guestion. The dis-
ease js sprend by a carrier, who may take
it into the cleanest homes. This is not the
right way to effect an improvement in that
regard. Tf the loeal governing hodies are
to be relieved of all responsibility, let this
be done by amending the Health Aet which
imposed it upon them. In the circumstances
I do not propose to vote for the nmend-
ment,

Hon. 8, W, MUNSIE: T hope the sug-
gestion made hy the member for Leeder-
ville with regard {o relieving the local anth-
orities of all responsibility will not be
adopted. Until such time as we get to the
stage that we can absolutely nationalise
public health they are the proper anthori-
ties, and the only authorities, that should
strike a health rate lor the purpose. They
have always tried to obtain payment from
everybody who goes to an inlectivus ilis-
enses hospital, but I do not know of
one local authority that has [orced pay-
ment from anyone unable to pay. 1 do
ot wizsh to see infectious diseases brought
inte the general scheme of hospitals at all,
and I do not wish to see local authorities
relieved of the position of looking aftev
diseases.

Amendment pnt and negatived.

Ttem, Venereal Diseases Treatment, up-
keep of Clinics, payment for Medicdl Ser-
vices, Drugs, ete, £2,258:

Mr. MARSHALL: The Act controlling
this disease seems to he honoured more in
the breach than in the observance. I should
like to know the number of cases _that
have been reported and whether the nuw-
ber is inecreasing or decreasing, also
whether there have been any prosecutions.
Members are aware that it iz only those
people who are in lowly circumstanees who
are mostly the vietims who attend the
clinies. Those who ean afford to pay for
medieal attenfion will go to a doctor and
in such cases T have no doubt records are
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vot kept. Has any action been taken un-
der the Act in such circumstances? e
know alse that anyone while undergoing
treatiment eould still spread the disease
amongst those in indigent cireumstances,
and that in turn the latter would visit the
hospital to obtain free treatment. IE the
Act were strictly enforced there would not
be the same need for trealment,

The Minister for Health: The Aet pro-
vides for free treatment.

Mr. MARSHALL: Even if a sufferer
goes to a private doetor and is unable to
pay, the docter can ecollect his fee from
the Covernment, and T have no doubt
that a portion of the amount we are now
dealing with is absorbed by the payvment
of medical practitioners’ fees for the treat-
ment of the discase. Unless we take dras-
tic action we shall find ourselves having to
provide a bigger amount. Apart from that
it is a serious matter to permit the dis-
ease to spread, especially when we have
an Aet in force under which we can ¢on-
trol it. The Aet when introduced was ac-
eepted as a drastic piece of legislation, but
s0 far as we know very few prosecutions
have taken place.

The JMINISTER FOR HEALTH: LUn-
fortunately as the population grows so
does the number of cases of this disease
increase. We are not letting up at all on
it. At the Perth Mospital we recently ap-
pointed a full-time medical officer to treat
these cases. I know that sometimes the
staff at the hospital work until the late
hours of the night. With regard to the in-
formation the hon. member desires, it will
be diffirult to obtain it heeanse of the see-
reey that has to he observed. Any case
that comes hefore the court is dealt with
in camera, The Commissioner of Health
himself is bonnd to seerecy and I do not
know whether he is obliged to give the
Minister any information.

Mr. Marshall: He need not disclose the
identity of the individual, but he can give
vou the number of cases.

The MINTISTER FOR HFALTH: The
State still goes on paying and we give
every encouragement to those who require
treatment to report themselves to the elin-
iecs. We do not hesitate to prosecute
where prosecntion is justified. Tt is true
that a considerable part of this Vote is

“paid to medieal men, but we limit the fees.
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Mr. Marshall: What is the limit?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Be-
tween 5s and 7s Gd., but it all depends on
the treatment. Certain treatments are
more costly than others. Recently I had
oceasion to ask for further information
regarding claims made by country doct-
ors. The charge against the puhlic rev-
cnue in respect of these cases seems to be
exorbitant.  The member for Leedervile
{Mr. Panton) who is actively associated
with the Perth Hospital is aware that re-

cently  we  were asked to  provide
funds to pay for the services of an
additional doctor so  that the clinic

might be kept open late at nighi. Re-
garding  female  patients, they  are
treated by a woman doctor, and T under.
stand that it is sometimes midnight or 1
o’¢clock in the morning before she has fin-
ished her work at the elinie. 1 assure the
hon. member that everything possible is he-
ing done. We have no means whereby we
can prevent the spreal of the disease. We
could do that only by keeping the infected
people within compounds.  But a person
who goes ahout deliberately spreading the
dizsease must surely have something wrong
with his brain, We do everything possible
to keep the disease in check. There was a
time when we were pai@ a subsidy by the
Commonwealth for the treatment of infected
persons arriving at the port. 1 regret to
sayv that the Commonwealth eancelled that
agreement withont consuliing us. However,
we are still carrving on the wgood work,
I appreciate the hon. member’s interest
in the maftter. It is a very serious
thing in the life of the community. The
Commissivner of Health and those assoei-
ated with the hospitals arve doing their best
to eradicate the disease. A-while ago T dis-
cussecl with the Commissioner the possibility
of providing in the city prophylactic depots
where people could treat themselves. I do
not know whether that would be n wise
course, and so far I have not been able to
get the Commissioner to agree to the sug-
westion. I think there is eommonsense in
the method adopted in the army, and that
at suitable places we might be able to get
those who engage in promiscuons inter-
course to go along and get treatment, No
one realises more than I do the grave re-
sponsibility for this dread disease.

Mr, PANTON: T think the Minister will
have fo give the matter great consideration
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in the near Future. The Federal Govern-
ment were paying a cerfain amount, and
thev reduced it, not by 20 per cent. but by
100 per cent. I ihink I am safe in saying
that the disease is not increasiig, but the
treatment is sv excellent that it has bronght
more patients to the clinie. The trouble
is that the treatment has bcen given by
honoraries.

The Minister for Henlth: We are paying
two dociors.

Mr, PANTOX: The Perth Hospital has
been advertising for a fortnight for an
honorary, and cannot get one, Doctors are
not prepared o work from 7.30 pan. to
midnight or [ am. on those cases.  The
trouble is that owing to the large number
of cases one doctor has to handle, it is im-
possible to give the requisite treatment. The
Minister will shortly be asked to eonsider ap-
peinting a permanent medieal officer.

'The Minister for Health: We bhave not
refused anything that *he Perth Hospital
has put up so far.

My, PANXTON: Not every medical officer
cares to treat the disease, and it is eszential
to have a full-time specialist. Until we get
one, we cannot make much progress. I ap-
preciate the work of the honoraries who
have worked for so wany hours for a re-
muneration that was a mere hagatelle. They
cannot afford to continue the work for long,
even if they be partienlarly interested in
the scientific phase of it, because they have
alher work to do. T should like to say a
word 1o relieve the mind of the member for
Murchison. ¥rom information I have
gleaned—we  discussed the matter at the
Lospital only to-day—the number of cases
ic not increasing, but the number now at-
tending the hospital has increased because
of the excellent freatment given during the
last few months. Prohably patients have
come from further afield where they have
been receiving treatment from nuacks,

Mr. Marshall: You would have to know
the number treated by outside practitioners
to ascertain whether the cases are inereasiny
or deereasing.

Mr. PANTON: T do not think many cases
in the metropolitan area are being treated
by practitioners oufside the hospital. One
medical officer told me that the doctors did
not atiempt to {reat such cases, but sent
them to the clinie. In the country there
would be a greanter number treated by out-
side doctors. T think that for every one
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treated privately by a doctor, there are
scores treated at the hospital clinie as out-
patients. T hope the Minister will consider
appointing a full-time specialist.

The Minister for Health: We have never
refusedl the Perth Tospital anvthing in the
past.

Vote put and passed.

Departiment of the Attorney General
{Hon. T. A. T.. Davy, Minister).

Vote—. ttorney General, £65,561:;

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

I AL L. Davy—Waest Perth) [8.52]: There
i really nothing new in the Estimates lo
repert to the Committee. T should like to
cull attention to the fact that althoogh the
Iistimates show a deerease of £3,774, that is
veally a hook entey.  Portion of the de-
erease is to he found in Items 53 to 55,
“magistracy.”  Members will remember
that we passed a Stipendiary AMagisirates
Act under whieh most of the magistrates in
this State hecame pavable under a special
Aet.  That is the prineipal varviation, and
it is only a hook entry. The Estimates
otherwise are more or less the same as last
vear's. Many of the items are necessarily
purely an estimate. On the revenue sids,
probate is alwaxs an estimate of what
wealthy people are likely to die. The way
in which the Under Secretary manages in
some vears to increase the amount he ex-
pects to get with eonsiderable aceuracy is
rather nneanny.

Mr, Wenneally: He keeps n good eye on
the possibilities.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: e does.
I shall he pleased to answer any queries
raised by members.

MR, SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [8.54]:
The Eleetoral Department is undertaking
certain aetivities, but it seems to me they
are being confined to certain arveas. Will
the Attorney General explain the hasis on
which the officials are working?  They
have been making a eanvass of the South
Fremantle electorate, trying to find out
if all the people eligible are on the rolls,
and whether the rolls should he purged.
From South Fremantle they jumped
over the Fremantle electorate to North-
East Fremantle, and started eanvassing
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there. | ecannot understand why  they
should be showing a preference for cer-
tain electorates instead of taking them, as
it were, in a face and maling a clean
sweep of the lot. There might be som:z
explanation for such action in the coun-
try, but I cannot zee why, in the metro-
politan area, they should caovass certain
electorates and pass over others. Another
matter is the Arbitration Court. Some (ine
ago when speaking on the Supply Bill, I
raised certain questions to whieh the At-
torney General promised to reply in due
course. A serious statement was made by
the President of the Arhitration Court,
and the Attorney CGeneral has had quite
a long time to give a reply. So far he has
not done so. The three final paragraphs
of the president’s statement, as reported
in the **Daily News,”’ were—

The court wave instructions to the reyistrar

in o matter deemed by it to he of the utmaost
importance in the discharge of its funetions.

The court stated its reasons at length and
instructed the registrar to convey them to
the Government, '

The Government refuse to allow the neces-

gary facilities to carry ont the eounrt’s instrue-
tions.
That was a serious statement, and I
should like to know whether the Attorney
General has a reply ready, and if not, how
Tang we shall have to wait for it. We do
not want it to be said that the Govern-
ment are interfering with the funections
of the court. I notice that one of the
newspaper headings read, ‘‘Difficult to do
justice,”” We do not want to make it
diffieult for the eourt to do justice.

MR. MARSHALL (Murehison) [857]:
There are some wmatters T feel obliged
to vefer to, One is the matter last men-
tioned by the member for Fremantle—2lr.
President Dwyer’s attack on the restrie-
tions imposed on the Arbitralion Court by
the Full Court. T admit that the matter

s a eomplicated one, hut T profest against

any interference with the Avrbitration
Court by any Government or by any other
conrt. We have stood for compulsory ar-
bitration for many vears, and it has given
satisfaction. more or lesz, ta both sides,
There havze been time=x when cither =ide
has disputed the decisions of the court
and even revolted against them, but on
main principles the court has given satis-
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Eaction, and it has remained for the pres-
ent Government to be the first Govern-
ment in 30 vears to aitempt to interfere
wiith the eourt’s activities or restrict its
activities, as stated by the president. If
Governments are poing to inlerfere with
the Arbitration Court, we may as well
throw it overboard. If the present Giov-
e¢rnment are going to interfere with the
court to suit their fraternity, I suggest
that a (iovernment representing the oppo-
site side might as reasonably interferr fo
suit  their  supporters.  There will heo
tronble if Governments are going to re-
strict a court that has been constitution-
ally established. 1f one Govermment in-
terferes to suit its whims, another Govern-
ment will have an excuse for doing likewise,
TE we are to descend to that level with the
Arbitration Court, we might as weli toss it
overhoard and retnrn to the survival of the
fittest. However, the Arhitration Court, bad
as it may he, still is hetter than open
industrial warfare. But the Government’s
tactics are the hest food for communizm.
A journal not adhering to communism
comes out with such headlines as I have
quoted, and the miticle is used as propa-
ganda by those hungry for revolt. Thou-
sands are won over to eommunism by such
an article. Parliament intended that emn-
plovers should appiy for a reduction of
wages 20 per cent, helow the hasie rate.

The Attorney General: Nothing of the
sort. Do not mis-state,

Mr MARSHALL: Parliament authorised
reductions helow the hasie wage, at all
events. If T were the Attorney General 1
would not give further publicity to the faet
of helonging to an Administration which
sanetioned such a proceeding.

The Attorney General: Do not over-state
the case.

AMr. MARSHALL: The Atiorney General
has repeatedly over-stated cases. The Gov-
ernment’s taeties have destroved the confi-
dence still felt in the Arbitration Court hy
a1 number of people, The Government should
not interfere with either the Arbitration
Court or any other court. T enter my pro-
test against sueh conduct. The movement
to which T have the honour to belong stands
for compulsory arbitration, but T cannot ad-
vocate compulsory arbitration when such
tacties are used. As regards the electoral
svstem, rolls are not kept up to date. The
last rall published ix about two years old.
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Reallx there should be annual electoral rolls,
broughi up to date at the close of each year;
but perhaps the Government ought net to go
to that expense at this period. The Attor-
nev General should, however, make it obli-
gatory upon the Electoral Department to
issue up-to-date rolls on each 31st Decemb-v
preceding the general election for the As-
sembly. This wonld enable a member to
canvass his electorate and know exactly
where he stood. At present there are rolis
and supplementary rolls,

Members: There are
rolls niow.

Mr, MARSHALL: That makes the posi-
tion worse than ever, because we have no
iden at all where we are. At Wiluna {fo-
day, notwithstanding the addition and the
climination of names, T could add from 600
to 800 names to the roll within a couple of
weeks. Two hundred names have heen added
to the Legislative Council roll, notwithstand-
ing the faet that at Wiluna accommodation
is lacking for about 200 married couples.
The true position of the rolls should easily
be understood. A pgeneral election will take
place next March or April, and T shall go
to Wiluna in the early part of 1933 with-
out having the slightest idea of the number
of people put on the roll there. The same
thine applies throughont the goldfields.
Hundreds of men and women have migrated
into Wiluna, Nannine, Tuckenarra and simi-
lar centres. The neweomers are mostly
prospectors, goldseckers, and miners. A
man tells me he is on the roll, and I find
he is not on the State roll but on the Fed-
eval roll. Hence my suggestion that an
up-to-date roll shonld be issued on the 3lst
December. It has to he remembered that
there zre Tederal rolls, Tegislative Assem-
hix rolls, Legislative Council rolls, and
municipal rolls; and people, having heen
placed on one roll, helieve themselves to be
qualified to vote for hoth State and Federal
eandidates. Most persons, heing on one voll,
helieve themselves to be on all the rolls. The
present position is nothing short of an elec-
toral hash-up. With regari to the Licenses
Reduction Board, T notiee on the Estimates
an amount recoverahle hy the compensation
fund, whick to-day stands at some £1,750.
That amonnt must eome from Consolidated
Revenue if the fund has heen depleted, as
appears ta be the case. In reply te a ques-
tion I asked the Attorney (Gieneral some
time aro, T was informed that the eompen-
sation fund has heen nearly exhausted. As

no supplementary
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a result the taxpayer is called upon to sup-
ply the money needed to keep the Licenses
Reduction Board in existence.  While the
liquor trade was being cleaned wp, the board
did good work—and at no expense to the
taxpayers, apart from those engaged in
the trade or patronising the trade. There
are many men and women who believe that
only the hoard can administer our licens-
ihg legislation, because, it is said, the hoard
have effected such a vast Improvement
in the appearance and the condition
of licensed premises. Had the present
Act existed in days of yore and had
the administration remained as it was then,
the standard of our hotels would not he far
hehind what 1t 15 to-day. The had condition
of the linuor trade was due to an obsolete
Act of Parliament, and the administrators
of that Act did not possess the powers of
the Licenses Reduction Board. If the hoard
were abolished and the old system reverteid
to, a large amount would be saved to the
taxpayer without detriment to the liquor
trade or the community. It is doubrful
whether the taxpayer should be asked to
fork out £760 for the board this yenr: and
his contribution must inerease as the com-
pensation fund hecomes more and more de-
pleted.  Departmental officers could do all
that is necessary. They did it when the
trade was much busier than it is to-dav.
Let the Atforney General adopt both mv
sugwrestions—incur inereased expenditure hy
the issue of electoral rolls on the 31st De-

cember preceding 2 general election, and
deervease expenditure by abolishing the
Lieenses Reduction Board. In remote dis-

tricts the board’s work is done by wardens,
subject fo the hoard; but the members of
the board seldom visit those districts, mainly
on account of the heavy travelling expenses
involved. Finally, T am sorry that I found
¥ necessary to speak as T have done regard-
ing the Arbitration Court. What I referred
te is wrong in principle, and I felt T was
under an obligation to deal with that phase.

MR. PANTON (Leederville} [9.16}: I
vould like the Aftorney General to inform
us what the Electoral Department intend to
do regarding the large number of men who
are drafted into the country from time tn
time under the present sustenance scheme.
Hundreds of men have gone from the Leed-
erville electorate to country areas on sus-
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tenanee work, and, after being away for a
month or more, they arve sent hack to cub
cut a week or a fortnight. If they arve away
for more than a ionth they are liable
te have their names struck off the roll. Tho
Attorney General interjected that the Gov-
ernment should not bhe expected to put peo-
ple on the rolls.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: But thev should not
he expected to strike them off, as the offi-
cials have been doing.

AMr. PANTOX: The hon, member took
the words out of my mowh. About 1,680
names have been strack off the roll for

Teederville and abount as many put on, while
there have heen about S00 altervations. What
is the position vegarding the hundreds of
men who are away on sustenanee work?
Some of them, on their retwrn from a coun-
try district, mayv laterehe sent io another
part of the Stale and, in such circumstances,
it may be quite impossible for their names
te remain on the rolls In my opinion,
their homes, where their wives and families
reside should be vegarded as sufficient for
envolment purposes and their names should
he retained on the roli accordingly. T know
of o nnmber of notifications that have beeu
received from the Electoral Department re-
quiring  persons to give reasons why
their names should not be struck off the
roll.  The men concerned have heen absent
and their wives did not know what lo do,
with the result that the men were disfran-
chised. The Minister should inform the
Committee as to the intention of the de-
partment. In view of the circumstances I
have outlined, some definite poliey shonld be
announced so that we max know where we
stand. Tt is a matter of importance, not
only to those who may have to fight an elec-
tion later om, but to the persons directly
concerned.

HON. A. McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
{9.20]: The Estimates of which the Af-
lornev (eneral iz in charge do not eall for
much discussion because hiz departments
are not great revenne produeers,

The Attorney General: That is not quite
correct.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: The Minister’s de-

partments eover probates, liguor licenses
imd many other vevenue-producing activi-
ties.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: T would like to

know what the Government’s infentions ara
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resarding the preparation of the electoral
rolls. From the Minister's interjection we
take it that he does not regard it as a fune-
tion of the Government to place the names
of people on the roll, but evidently the de.
partmental officials regard it as their fune-
tion to strike names off the rolls. Electoral
officers have been in Fremantle from time
te time recently, and have not gone from
linuse to house.

Hon, 8. W, Munsie: They did the sama
thing on the goldfields about four wmonths
ago.

Hon. A. MeC'ALLUM: The officials seem
to go just where they please. They maw
miss a whole street or may visit houses on
one side of a street only. They may visit
half a dozen houses and leave the nthers
alone. Tf thev find people who are not en-
titled to be enrolied, but whose names ap-
pear on the rolls, they strike those names
off. TIf they find people who are entitled ta
be enrolled, but are not enrolled, the offi-
cials merely leave a eard, and no further
netion is taken deparfmentally. We all
vealise how careless the majority of people
are with rezard to enrvelment.  Although
the law places the responsibility upon the
individual, we know that the duty is not
carried out effectively, principally because
of the confusion that exists owing {o the
nmnber of rolls that have to be attended to.
The Commonwealth Government have the
necessary machinery to ebeck enrolments
and the State is not z0 fortunately circum.
stanced.  The Commonwealth authorities
can carry out the work through the postal
olicials  without any additional expense.
The State has not got that machinery.
The Labour Government tried two or
three times to avrive at an arrangement
with the Federal Government to have
Joint  electoral  rolls. Cntil  something
is done in that direction, there will al-
ways be dissatisfaction. We should aim
af. seenring perfect rolls, We should see
to it that evevy person who is entitled to
be enrolled shall have his name recorded.

Hon. J. C. Willcoek: And we shounld see
that the names of those entitled to vote
are left on the rolls.

Hon, A. McCALLUM: T would prefer
to see 100 names appearing on the rolls
of persons not entitled to voie rather than
that one person entitled to exerecise the
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franchize should have his name struck off
the roll.

Mr. Parker:
uot vote.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: There is no harm
in allowing the names of suech people to
remain on the roll so long as those per-
sons do not vote.

The Attorney General: Yes, so long as
everyone is honest.

Hon, A, McCALLUM: 1 do not know
that there have heen many instances of
pevple having voted when they were not
entitled to do so.

Mr. Parker: But other people may votfe
for them.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: There has not
heen un election Yought during the last
30 vears that I have mot actively partici-
pated in, and 1 do not know of one in-
stance where that has occurred. [ doubt
if sueh an instance has oecurred. We
often hear these cheap sneerz and accusa-
tions, but I have not known of one in-
stance.

Han. J. C. Willcock: Half a dozen peo-
ple voted twice.

The Attorney General: In one instance
an individual voted six times.

Hon, A. MeCALLUM: Where is
proof of that?

The Attorney General: As the gentle-
man concerned was prosecuted, there was
no doubt about the proof.

HMon, A, MeCALLUM: I myself was ae-
cuzed of voting twice, but the mistake was
made by a tally clerk who crossed off the
name of n person, which was the same as
my own. Beecanse of that, I was aceunsed
of having voted twice, although I was not
near that particular polling place,-and I was
spoken to aboui it by the then Attornev
General.

Mr. Kenneally: They must have known
you would not have been =0 enthusiastie!

Hon. A, MceCALLUM: There are very
few instances of people having recorded
votes when mot entitled to do so.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The penalties are
sufficiently heavy to deter them from do-
ing so.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: T do not helieve
there is any truth in the accnsations that
are made from tinie to time. We should
have an up-to-date roll, but of what
earthly use i= the work that is being car-

Provided the others (id

tha
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ried out by the electoral ofticials in their
haphazard canvassing to-day?

Mr. Parker: Do they not furnish notices
hefore names are struck off?

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: Notices are sent
to the last known address of the elector,
but the electors themselves may be in an-
other part of the State. There are men
engaged upon seasonal oceupations  and
travel to Wyndham or to the agrieultural
areas.  Many people engage in prospect-
ing or leave the eity to angage in shear-
ing. When those men relurn to the city
thev repair to their homes, but when they
leave to take work in the country, they
do not expeet electoral cards to follow
them from place to place. Some peoplo
seem fo bave an absolnte mania for strik-
ing names off electoral rolls, What is the
object? Why deprive people of the right
to vote? Does someone fear that the vaice
of the people may be expressed at the
ballot box? s that what is behind it?
The Labour Party will not rely upon the
work of the electoral officers; we will do
the eanvass for ourselves and do it pro-
perly.

Mr. Parker: And do vou send in every
card vou get?

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: If the electoral
officials are supposed to go from door to
door to carry out the eanvass, why do they
not do the joh properly and sece that every-
one is enrolled who is enlitled to vote?
Would it take much longer for the elee-
toral officer to see that the electoral cards
are filled in so that he ean take them back
to the department?

Mr. Parker: What if the person con-
cerned is out?

Hon. A, McCALLUM: He will he home
sometime.

Mr. Parker: Yon would not expect the
eleetoral officer tn wait until he returned?

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: I would expect
the officer to go back later on and get the
elertoral card.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: And he should in-
timate that the person will be prosecuted if
he is not enrolled.

Mr. Parker: You do not believe the elec-
toral officer zoes once, but vou want him to
zo twice.

Tlon. A. MeCALLUM: I am willing that
he should go severa] times. T want the elec-
toral rolls to be a true record of those en-
titled fo vaote.

[ASSEMRBLY ]

Mr. Parker: Is not that what is being
done?

Hon. A. McCALLUM: That is my point.
It is not being done. The department
makes no pretence at doing it. We shall
never get an up-to-date roll nntil we have
joint rolls, State and Commonwenith, for
there will then he a eontinual cheek kept on
the roll, which the State cannot do without
eonsidarable expense. We have had no sup-
plementary rolls issued, and so if one wishes
to keep u check on the roll he haz to go
to the department for the neeessary infor-
mation. T hope the Aftorney General will
let us” know what is intended in regard to
the preparation of the roll, and what is the
object of the spasmodic canvass that is be-
ing carried out. The memhber for Murchi-
son {(Mr. Marshall) again raised the ques-
tion of the Licensing Court. I differ from
him on that subjeet, and T do not want the
Attorney Genernl to think the hon, member
has expressed my views, The member for
Murehison thinks the old svstem the better,
hut as one who sat on the licensing bench
for a considerable period I sav it was not
comparahle to the present system, which is
a long way nhead of what was previously
in forece. The Tideensing Court have done
very gnod work, and there is hetter control
of licensed premises now than ever before.
Of conrse some mistakes have bheen. made
by the court, hut T am not aware of any
outstanding errors of which they have been
guilty. They are immone from all petty
loeal feeling and so are free to administer
the Aet on a State-wide hasis, which is far
nreferable to the old system.

Mr. Marshall: Do von not think the exist-
ing Act iz a great improvement on the old
one?

Fon. A. McCALLUM: Yes.

Mr. Marshall: Well that aceounts for the
whole of the difference,

Hon. A, MeCALLUM : No. Previously the
licensing law was adwministered by a magis-
trate who was friendly with evervhody in
his own little community, and so was in-
capable of giving sound impartial deeisions.
T do not think much fault can be found with
the administration of the Aect.

MR, KENNEALLY (East Perth) [9.25]:
T am not coneorned as to the attitude of the
Government regarding the roll. We are ap-
proaching the time when election organisa-
tions, Lahouwr and others, will beeome ae-
tive. &on if the Government would but make
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their attitude clear it might aveid a lot of
duplications. The main roll possibly will
close about the end of the year, and the sup-
plementary roll will be issued later.

The Attorney General: It will elose when
the writ is issued.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That is the supple-
mentary roll.  If canvassers have to oper-
ate on a roll two or three vears old it means
greatly increased work, much of which will
be of no avail because, unknown to those
canvassers, many applications for inelusion
in the roll are lving in the office of the de-
partment.  So we shall have large numhers
of duplicate applications, with the result
that cventually the roll will earry many
names that ought not to he on it. Now is
the time for the Government to give us some
information as fo what they propose. The
canvassing by Government agents in pro-
gress to-day is of no use from the point of
view of getting a clean roll. In these ab-
normal fimes numbers of people are tem-
porarily out of their proper electorates.

For instance, the Minister has announced

that 1,200 men are to be brought out of the
South-West. Tt may be only a coincidence,
but had it oceurred when we were on the
Government =ide we would have been
charged with stuffing the volls, with moving
those people from one electorate to another
in order to get them where we wanted them
on the voll. Some system of placing people
on the roll shonld he adopted by the Gov-
ernment now, so that those people who have
been struck off the roll hecause thex were
temporarily ahsent from their eclectorates
may he able to get on the roll again. The
Attorney General should give some atfention
to the attitude of the Government towards
the Arbitvation Court. The definite state-
ment has been made by the President of the
Arbitration Counrt that there has heen inter-
ference hy the Government with the fune-
tions of the econrt. The statement made hy
the president has been hrought directly un-
der the notice of the Attornev General, who
has promised to give a reply to it. T do not
know whether the Minister has heen struck
dumb in the meantime, but T imagine he
still has the use of his speaking taculties.

Mr. Parker: The Standing Ovders pr-
vide that one speech af a time =hall he made.

Mr. Marshall: You might remember that
when other members are spraking.

Mr. KENNEALLY: 1 suppose the hon.
member thinks he has carried that out dur-
ing the session,
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My, Pavker: 1 speask when I bave some-
thing to talk about.

Mr, KENNEALLY: The position is real-
iv a serious one. The Aitorney General
probably réalises how important it is, see-
ing that he promised to reply to the re-
marks of the president. We are entitled to
wet that reply. A former leader of the
Country Party declared that Parliament
should direet the Arbitration Court. Is it
the intention of the Government to adopt
that prineiple? In the absence of a reply
from the Attorney General it seems to me
that the initial move towards this end has
alrendy been made. T hope Parliament will
not attempt anything of the kind. That is
not gur funefion; nor is it the function of
the Government. The tribunal in question
should be nntrammelled by any outside in-
flnenee whatsoever. To some extent that
prineiple has already been departed from.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T, A. L. Davyv—West Perth—in reply)
[9.47]: Refercnee has been made to the
activities of the Electoral Department. T
do mnot agree with what has been
said on that subject, Y will tell mem-
bers what I think 15 the job of the
‘department. Some members consider it is
the duty of the Government through the
department to take the elector by the
hand, lead bim along, guide his pen while
he signs the application form, and then
put his name on the roll. If a citizen is
worthy of the vote given to him, it is his
duty to enrol himself.

Mr. Wanshrough:
strikes him off.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: ¢ can-
not be struck off hy someone else. Tle can
only be struek off by the department,
which would have no right to do that with-
out warning. [ admit that sometinies the
notification sent out goes astray, but in
the main people are not struck off who
ought not to be struck off.

Hon. J. C, Willeock: You would not
think that in these times, when so many men
are travelling about the country looking
for work, it was an opportune oceasion
for cleansing the roll.

The ATTORNEY GENERATL: The time
for that is always opportune.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Men may be struek
off the rell without knowing anything
about it.

But someone clse
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Surely
the hon. member would not permit a man
to be put on the roll who was not entitled
to be there,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: A man may spend
three or four weeks in different places,
and thus be struck off.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Protec-
tion is afforded to the nomad, the man
whose home is in a certain place but who
may have to carn his living elsewherc.
There is a definite obligation on the ciri-
zen to see that he qualifies himself to en-
Joy the rights of citizenship.

Hon. J. €. Willeock: He is more inter-
ested in getting a job than he is in get-
ting on the roll. He does not worry about
anything else.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I would
not shed any tears for the man who could
get on the roll, but neglected to do so.
Members may think we should have coni-
pulsory voting as well as compulsory en-
rolment. Surely there is an obligation on
the individnal citizen to enrol himself.

Hon. J. €. Willeoek: I am surprised at
the number of people I have to assist to
get on the roll. It is astounding to see the
supposed intelligentia that are not on the
roll.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Why
should we worry ahout them? It costs
a man nothjng to get on the roll. 1f he

will not enrol himself, he is nof worthy
to exercise the vote. If he does not care
enough about getting the vote, he does
not care enough about using his voiee in
the affairs of the country to make his vote
worth while securing. Tt ought to he the
duty of a man, and the law says it is his
duty to put himself on the roll. The depart-
ment never has pretended to produce a
roll of 100 per cent. efficiency, nor has it
ever gone through the process of canvas-
sing to pot people on the rpll, as canvas-
sers do.

Hon. A. MeCallum: Ves, it bas.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
fore the last election.

Hon. A. MeCallum: Tt has done it re-
peatedly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I know
that T put 1,000 people on the roll in the
West Perth electorate.

The Minister for Railwavs: If has not
been done for 15 vears.

Not he-
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Ion. 4. C. Willcock: 1f has been done
in various centres.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Before
the last elections, the KElectoral Depart-
ment had done their job in West Perth,
and when they finished, my canvassers
put on the roll another 1,000 electors. The
department ecleanses the rolls by putting
people off who appear to have no right to
be on it. They do not put vames on the
roll.

Hon. J. €. Willeock: Everyone on the
Federal voll was given a card fo go on the
State roll.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
ber for East Perth says it is not suffieient
to leave a card for an elector who is en-
titled to be envolled, but that the eard
should Dbe ecalled for and the person
watched while he fills it in, It is not
the job of the Government to make people
sign eavds.

Hon. A, MeCallum: What is the good of
the job heing done by the department now?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It iz of
congiderable value.

Hon. A. MeCallumn: What is the job?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: To put
people off the roll who ought not to be on
if,

Hon, A. MeCallum: To get them off the
voll. That is the rule. We will see to it
that you de not have vour way there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is not
my wayv.

Hon, A, McCallum: 1t is vour way. They
are your instructions.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
not made any alteration in the procedure.

Hon. A, Mc¢Callum; You said it was valu-
able work to get people off the roll. That
is uppermost in your mind,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is pro-
per to put them off the roll if they should
not be on i,

Hon. A, McCallum: Because they are
away from their homes for a few weeks,
you have them puti off.

The Minister for Railways: The Aet pro-
vides that they shall be put off.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 have
effected no change in the poliey of the Elee-
toral Depariment.

Hon. 4. MeCallum: It is a change of
poliey. a complete change.
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The ATTORXEPY GENERAL: T have
given no in~tructions of the sort to the Chief
Electornl Officer.

Hon. A, McCallum: It 1= a
change.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I say it
is not. No inslrnction ns to any change of
policy bhas heen given by me. Exactly the
same thing was done three years ago hefore
I took office.

Mr. Marshall: Do von think it is the job
of the department to provide facilities for
enrelment?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

Mr. Marshall: Then why is the roll two
vears old?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tf a per-
son wants to enrol, he fills in a yellow eard
and signs it, puts it in, and gefs on the roll,

Mr. Marshall: But he does not know two
vears after whether he is on the roll,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The next
question is as to when the print of the roll
is to be issued. The roll is a manuseript
document which goes on continuously, At
any given moment, the roll is there. The
question is whether we c¢an go to the ex-
pense of printing copies of the roll. I un-
derstand the officials are getting ready to do
it now, and in the course of the next week
or two T will make an announcement in the
Press on the subject. The printed roll onght
to he available hefore the end of the year
to enable members and prospective members
to undertake a proper canvass, The next
point is in regard to men leaving their
homes on relief work. They can wel] come
within the nomad provizions of the Aet.
T will also make an announcement upon
that point, When a man’s home is in a
particular  place and he poes away
From it for a month or more, he ought not to
lose his right to vote for that electorate.
The next ruestion raised was the alleged
interferenes hy the frovernment with the
Arhitration Court. This is a matter T de-
gire to deal with eavefully because, after
all, the President of the Arbitration Court
i= a highlv important person for whom 1
have the utmost respeet and his position i<
such that it would bhe hizhly inadvizable
for an arzument to occur hetween himself
and myself, or hetween himself and anv-
hody else, T will tell the House just what
Aid take place. an? T fee! sure the Com-
mittee will acquit me and the Government
of any question of interference with the

complete
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court.  The Avbitration Court is the erea-
tnre of a statute paszed by Parliament, a
«tatute which gave the court eertain defined
powers, and a jurisdiction measured hy the
four cormers of the Act. Whenever such a
court as that is brought into existence, there
must be sowme other bodv to determine
whether it is stepping outside its Act, in
the =ame way as the local court, the polico
court, or any court of a limited jurisdie-
tion. The Arbitrntion Court iz a court of
limited jurisdietion and* so the Full Court
of Western Aunsiralia ha< the right, and a
necessary right, to (ell it i Jt zoes ontside
its jurisdiction. )

Mr. Marshall: There i= ond court in this
State ngainst the derizion of which von
rannet go to the Full Court.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
court 1= that?

AMr. Marshall: The Licensing Court.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: You are
entirelv wrong. The TLicensing Court, on
rnmerens oecasions, has been told by the
Full Court that it exceeded its jurisdiction.
About two years ago a writ of prohibition
was issted out of the Full Court directing
the Licensine Court te rvefrain from taking
n certnin atlitude. Tn the same way the
Full Court can tell the Avbitration Court
when the Arhitration Conrt attempts to
cxereise jurisdiction outside the limits of
its= Aet. Rightly or wrongly, I am not eon-
verned with that point. The Full Court did
tell the Arvbitration Court fthat it stepped
outside ifs jurisdiction, and it forbade th:
Arhitration Court to proceed in a certain
wav. The Arhitration Court then asked
the Government to nappeal to the High
Court on its—the Arbitration Court’s— be-
balf. The request was passed on to the
Crown Law advisers, and they were asked
whether it was competent for the Arbitra-
tion Court itself to appeal to the High
Court against the mandamus, or writ of pro-
Libition, issued hy the Full Court again:t
it. The adviee of the Crown Law officers
was that it was not competent for the Ar-
bitration Court to do so, that there were
two parties to the dispate, and that if either
of the parties chose to movas the High Court
ta overrule the deeision of the Full Coart,
that would bhe all right: but the advice was
that the Arbitraticn Court itself was not a
real pariy to the argument, and therefore
i* ==c ot competent for it to appeal to tho

Which
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High Court against the decision of the Fuil
Court. 1 advised the Government fo act
upon the advics tendered by the Crown Law
officers and informed the Arhitration Court
that in the opinion of the Crown Law De-
partment it was not a ease where it was
competent for the Arhitration Court to ap-
peal. Tf any member has any doubt on
the subject, the file dealing with the matter
can he laid on the Table of the House. Tha
Ele confains the opinion expressed by Mr
Walker and the afgument that followed is
open for perusal. T remind hon. members
also that if it were right for the Arbitra-
tion Court to appeal to the High Court
zgainst a decision of the Full Court, it
would also he right, if the Arbitration Cour:
lost the appeal, for that conrt to refuest iz
be permitted to appeal to the Privy Council.
Indeed, if the Arbitration Court sueceaded in
its appeal befove the High Court, then the
Full Court eould approach me and ask t
he permitted to appeal to the Privy Council,
With the greatest possible respect to the Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court, there would
then be ereated a ridiculous situation if we
allowed a subordinate coart to insist upon
permission being given to appeal against

an ovder made by a superior Court. The
Arbitration Court has its very definite
funetions; it is in  exactly the same
position as, sav, the local court. Now
and again  loeal court magisirates at-
tempt to exceed the powers  conferred
on  them by  statute. The Full

Court steps in and savs, “Yon must not do
that.” If the Arbitration Court had the
right of appeal, why should not the loeal
court alse have the rvight of appeal against
a deecision of the Full Court? The member
for Carnarvon will remember a case when
the local court magistrate at Carnarvon
stepped outside his jurisdiction, and the
Full Court was moved to forhid him to ex-
veed that jurisdietion. Why should not that
local court magistrate have complained that
the Government had interfered with him?
If he said, *T am not satisfied with the de-
cision given by the Full Court; T want to
appenl to the High Court,” would it be right
to say that if the Government had refused
to aceede to the magistrate’s request, there
was interfercnee on the part of the Govern-
ment with the Carnarvon local court? T
do not want to carry the matter any fur-
ther. Naturally, T regeet that there has heen
any sugrestion of interference with the Ar-

bitration Court.  There was no question
whatever of inferference. Simply on the
advice of the Crown Law officers 1 declined
to permit the launching of an appeal lo the
High Court against the decision of the Full
Court.

Mr. Kenneally: And thereby you limited
the functions given by Parliament to the
Arbitration Court.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not at
all, The Full Court said that the Arbitra-
tion Cowrt had exceeded its jurisdiction. The
Full -Court was invoked to give that deei-
sion by one of the parties.

My, Kenneally: It gave its decision hefore
it was invoked.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am net
coneerned ahout that.

Alr. Kenneally: Of course not, because it
knocks your argument down. The Full
Court stepped out of its way to give the
decision without being asked.

AMr. Pavker: Tt eould not. .

Mr., Kenneally: Bul it did. The hon.
member would know if he had the qualifiea-
tions to know.

Mr. Parker: I do not know it.

Mr. Kenneally: Beeause vou have not the
qualifications.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In the
case oub af whieh arose the eomplaint therc
were two parties to' the dispute before the
Arbitration Court.

Mr. Kenneally: And the court in giving
its decision set out all that, and gave its de-
cision on something that had not been sub-
mitted to it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
were two parties to the dispute before the
Avrbitration Court. The dispuie was decided
in a certain way and one of the parties went
to the Tull Couri and asked for a man-
damus to forbid the Arbitration Court pro-
cecding on the lines it had set out. That
is correct, is it not?

Mr. Xenneglly: Yes.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Full
Court granted the application, There were
still two parties. The second party could
then have appealed to the Hich Court
against the decision of the Full Court, bui
it «id not choose to do s0. Then the Arhi-
tration Court comes along and asks the
Government to make the appeal. (The re-
quest, as T have already said, was referred
to the Crown Law Tlepartment, and the
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Government acted on the adviee of the offi-
cers of that department that it was not com-
petent for the Arbitration Court to make
that appeal. It is unjust to say that there
was any interference on the part of the
Government. Thoze are the points that T
think were raised by hon. members. On the
subject of the Licensing Court and the point
raised by the member for South Fremantle,
there may be a difference of opinion as to
what should be the exaet eonstitution of thy
court. I think most people have an intim-
ate knowledge of the working of the Licens-
ing Act. 1t is essential that there should
he one leensing aunthovity for the whele
State, or at any rate for the greater part
of the State. If we are goihe to leave it
to different magistrates to administer the
Licensing Act, apari from the evil the hon,
member mentioned, there is the possibility
of local influence heeoming manifest. Every
time we pass an et we should consider
whether what applies in Perth, Kalgoorlie
or Fremantle will also apply, say, to the
Far North. Somehody wanted a gallon
license in a place 300 miles south of Wynd-
ham and it was necessary either for the
licensing heneh to go there to hear the ap-
plication, or to have the applieation heard
down here, which would have been grossly
wnjust to those who might have had ohjee-
tions to raise against the license being
granted. I have nothing more to say on the
general discussion.

Ttem, Magistrates, £1,204:

Mr. PIESSE: Has the Aitorney General
considered the question of providing for the
magistrate of the Albany distriet fo pay
more frequent visits to cortain centres! 1
shall not aftempt to eritici<e the action of
the Resident Magistrate, who is beld in high
esteem. I do not know the work he is per-
forming; he has a verv large district, bug
it is some months since he visited Katan-
ning, and quite a lot of work has fallen on
local justices. They have endeavoured to do
their best, bnt there were some cases on
which local justices should not have heen
asked to adjudicate. Theve has been an In-
crease in the number of defences to prose-
cutions under the Traffic Act, and it is diffi-
cult to get justices to take those cases. More
frequent visits by the magistrate to deal
with the more important cases would be ap-
preciated.
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will
hon.

GENERAL: 1
raised hy  the

The ATTORNEY
look into the matter
member,

lew, Arbitration Court, €1,076:

Hon. A, McCALLUM: 1 do uot think
the Aitorney General fully stated the case.
Tt way have been all rizht within  striet
lezal limits, but it does not fully cover the
sround, nor does it rover the eazes in ques-
iion. T was the intention of Parliament
thati: the Arbitration Couvt <honld be gnprems-
in all industrial matters.  Parlimaent set it
out in the clearest possible language, There
i~ no dvubt that members of the Full Counrt
are determined to have their position made-
superivr to that of the Arvhiteation Court.
That was demonstrate] by the statements of
~some of the judges. One of them entered
info a political argument and spoke about
crpuality of sacrifice. He dealt not with an
interpretation of the law, but why a deeision
regarding one baker should be made a com-
mon ruie to apply to every baker from
Wyndham to Esperance, It was not a ques-
tion of law at-all. I was a political
speech from the bench ot the Tull Court
and was given undoubtedly to enforee his
own political ideas

Myr, Mayshall: A very good partisan,

Hon, A, MeCALLUM: —and without any
consideration as to law. T do not think any
member will deny that Parliament intended
the Arbitration Court to be unehatlenged in
the field of industrial regulation. It was to
be free from all contrel. The Full Court’
was appealed to and that eourt went out of
its way to give an opinion on a point that
was not arcued. The member for Nedlands
(Hon. N, Keenan) who appenved in the
case, put up to the Governmment that the
point was not argued.

The Atforney General: To the Govern-
ment ? ’

Hon, A, McCALLUM: Yes, to the Crown
Law Department. He argued the case on
one point and the degision was given on
another point that had not been mentioned.
tf ever there was an exhibition of hias——

The Attorney General: That was another
case altogether.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: Two decisions
were griven in the one case. When the Ar-
hitration Court took no notice of the judg-
ment of the Full Conrt, thers was a seeond
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appeal Lo the Full Court. but the deeision,
ot course, had already been given.

My, Kengeally: The invitation given was
aceepted,

Hon. A. McCALLUAM: I understand that
arcangements have been made to report
!]I'Ogl'e.‘is.

Progress reported,

AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have received from
the Auditor Ceneral, in pursuance of See-
tion 33 of the Audit Act, 1904, a copy of
the Treasurer’s statement of the Public Aec-
counts for the finanecial year ended the 30th
June, 1931, together with his report, which
I shall Jay on the Table of the House.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.
1, Land Tax avd Income Tax.

2, Mortgagees’ Rights Restriction Aet

Continuanee.
Without amendnient.

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. @&, Latham—York) (10.32] in moving the
second reading said: This is a small Bill.
» It. contains two principles, one to restrict
the output from the pearling areas, and the
other to limit the area for whieh licenses
will be granted. Those who have followed
the pearling industry in this State will know
that owing to world conditions there is a
very limited market for pear] shell. The
Government have not been content with just
wetting information that has bheen available
from those engaged in the industry, but
have been in communication with the Agent
Genersl, who has worked extensively fo in-
quire intp the possibilities of the market in
London and the supply of shell to those
markets. T regret to sny that the informa-
tion received from the Agent General has
led us to helieve that it would be in the in-
terests of those engaged in peavling in the
North io regtriet the output for a time. The
Tondon market is over-supplied with shell,
and there is grave danger of a collapse in
prices. We have not been content even
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with that, but through the Commonwealth
Government we have approached His
Majesty’s Embassy at New York with a
view to oscertaining the market conditions
there. We find that there is an over sup-
ply of shell in that market also. The ont-
look for the pearling industry in the North
iz therefore very sevious. An attempt to
limit the ountput has been made during the
last two yeavs, hut it has not been altogether
satisfnetory. This has been done by power
taken by the Minister to endorse ship divers’
and divers’ tenders liconses, and thas restrict
the operations under such licenses to speei-
fied pearl shell areas, or portions of specified
pearl shell areas. There are three parts of
Australia where mother-of-pearl shell is
obtained. The prineipal fishing places are
Broome, Darwin and Thursday JIsland. By
a Commonwealth ordinance a limited out-
put is provided for Daywin, and by arrange-
ment with the Queensland Government a
limited output is provided for Thursday
Island. There has, therefore, been an hon-
ourahle understanding between those fish-
ing under the Queensland Act, those fishing
under the Commonwenlth Aet, and those
fishing under the Western Australian Aet,
to limit the output. Although the output
was limited last year, it exceeded the quan-
tity agreed upon. For the year 1931 the
majority of Broome pearlers, co-operating
with those of Thursday Island, agreed to
restrict their output. Eaech centre was to
produce 350 tons, a fotal of 700 tons, under
contraet to Gerdan & Co. of New York.
For the current year, 1932, the agreed
quota under contract to that firm, is 400
tons each from Broome and Thursday
Island, a total of 800. Messrs, Gerdau &
Co. also agreed to purchase all shell up to
400 tous at a price of £180 per ton. TUn-
fortunately we were not able to restrict the
output last year, and in consequence there
was an excessive output. In addition the
Darwin pearlers were permitted to get 225
tons. Pearling at Darwin is controlled by
Commonwealth ordinance and by the Min-
ister for Bime Affairs. The original quota
fixed for 1932 was 175 tons. Representa-
tions have since been made, and this has
heen inereased hy 50 tons, making a total
of 225 tons. In view of the unsaleable
stocks and the danger of a market collapse,
the Minister has been reluctant to agree to
the increase.  The price of pearl shell on
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the market is said to be £185 a ton. There
sare 89 licensed pearling ships fishing out
of Broome; 71 are conirolled by persons
fishing under contract, and 18 are con-
trolled by persons outiside the confract. Up
to the end of August last the Broome fleet
had fished and lended 363 tons of shell.
Of this, 288 tons were produced by ships
controlled by pearlers under contract, and
the balance of 75 fons wu: produced by

jrearlers outside fthe contract. Tnder
Tavourable working  weather conditions.

the 400 tons quoin is certain fo he fished
by the end of this month, practieally
two months hefore the close of the season.
From the information hefore us and from
that received from the Emnbassy at New
York, it seems certain there will he a col-
lapse in the price of shell. Pear! zhell to-
day is about the only luerative industry in
the North-West, outside a little gold min-
ing. Most of the pearlers have agreed that
this is the right move to make. Members
representing the North-Weszt will he able to
confirm all that T have said.

Mr. Angelo: Will this affect the smaller
shell at Shark Bay?

The MINISTER TFOR TLANDS: XNo.
There is no limit in the ease of that shell.
whiek iz of inferior quality and does not
come into the contract. Tt is proposed un-
der the Act, and T understand therve will he
some ohjection to this, to limit the area over
which licenses may he issued. It is n mat-
ter of opinion whether we are justified in
Aoing that. There are three ov four places
along the eoast where mother-of-pearl fish.
ing is engaged in. The mosi important of
these are Broome, Hedland, Cossack and
Onslow, It is proposed to limit each hoat
to a certain quantity of shell. I think thiz
liwit is six tons per boat. It is noi intendedl
to inereiase the nuimber of licenses to any ex-
tent. The Honse will agree that in the in-
tervests of the industry and those engaged in
i some restriction could bhe pliced on the
output. An ordinance has heen drawn lo
Jimit the output at Darwin, and there is a
limit at Thursday Island. In view of the
faet that Australia produces 80 per cent. of
the world’s pearl shell supplies it would
scem fo be advisable to agree to the limita-
tions proposed in this Bill for Western Aus-
tralia. The two prineiples in the Bill are
to limit the output, and limif the aren over
whieh fishing may be engaged upon. The
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main feature is to lmit the output. The
object is to maintain a price as nearly as
possible equal to £185 a ton. Owing to the
urgency of the guestion it is desirable that
this Bill should be put through as quickly
as possible, so that the Minister may con-
trol the number of licenses issued. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Coverley, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-GOVERNMENT FERRBIES.
Secoud Feading.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon, J. Seaddan—DMaylanas) [441] ia
moving the szecond reading -aid: Recently
this House agreed to remove Lrum the provi-
stons of the State Trading Concerns Aet the
State Ferries, in order to cnable them to
hecome a part of the transport system and
he operated under the control of the Com-
wissioner of Hailways, as are the railways
and tramways. This Bill merely makes the
necessary legal provision enabling the hand-
ing-over of the ferries, together with assets
at eapital eost, to the Commissioner of
Railways, who will be charged with the
working of the ferries, In actual faet, the
Commisioner has becn operaiiug them for
the last two years under the conditions set
out in the Bill. Therefore it is only neces-
sary for me to say that the Bill provides
that to the opevation of the ferries by the
Commissioner shall apply the same condi-
tions us apply to the operation of the tram-
ways hy that officer. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. McCallum, dehate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 1043 pom.



